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Website: www.wynyard.u3anet.org.au 

Semester 1 
Newsletter

  Mervyn Mitchell was in a Kashmir internet café 
when he first heard of U3A, via an email from 
Janet Sell, who proposed starting a branch in 
Wynyard. He thought it sounded interesting and 
offered to help.    
  In the first semester he organised a course on 
sustainable living with six different presenters. 
“Typically, in those days about six or eight 
would turn up for a session, which seemed 
pretty encouraging at the time.” 
  “I rather feared that in a year or two we would 
run out of tutors with anything to talk about, but 
in believing this I seriously underestimated the 
number of clever, knowledgeable and enthusi-
astic people who live in this amazing area. 
We’ve now been running classes for five years, 
and still encounter new people with exciting 
things to share with our members.”  
  Mervyn has been a committee member from 
the outset and is also webmaster. 
  What does U3A mean to him? 
  “I see all sorts of benefits. The most obvious 
one is allowing an opportunity for older people 
to learn new things in a friendly and attractive 
environment. This isn’t just pleasurable but 
highly beneficial.  
  “An engaged mind is more likely to remain 
alert for longer than one that is allowed to vege-
tate. Research proves this time and time again. 
U3A provides an opportunity to explore new in-
terests, make new friends and meet with old 

The magic of learning

Cultivating community, curiosity and learning

Mervyn Mitchell in his home workshop . . . he 
has some furniture to make for his new Wyn-
yard home. As well as joinery, Mervyn’s many       
interests include pottery and home brewing.

ones. “I’ve encountered all sorts of wonderful 
people through U3A and, as a relative new-
comer to this area, from far away, I feel I belong 
in a way that I didn’t before. 

Continued on Page 13 
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Every care is taken in the compilation of this newsletter, however, changes can occur. 
Emailed weekly reminders and a hard copy in the ArtsCape window will inform  

members of any changes as well as scheduled sessions for the week.  

Be a tutor:  
If you have a skill or an interest 
you can share, talk to a U3AW 
committee member or email us 
on u3awynyard@gmail.com 
Be a member:  
Join any time. 
Enrolments: Enrol on the 
U3AW website at www.wyn-
yard.u3anet.org.au from Fri-
day, February 28, or come to 
the Wynyard Showground Re-
ception Hall on Friday morn-
ings from 10:00am to noon on 
February 28 and March 6.  
Be our guest: 
Guests are welcome at U3A 
Wynyard. If you have a visitor 
staying or a friend you think 
may be interested in a topic, 
he or she is welcome to any 
classes except those with a 
capped enrolment. We wel-
come members from other 
U3As in Australia and the 
world.

Join us

  From February, big changes are happening in 
the Wynyard showground precinct.  
  The old gymnastics hall is being demolished to 
make way for a much bigger and better shed. 
This will involve demolition of half the Presi-
dent’s Room, our storeroom and the toilets. 
  So… we need to move for semester 1.  
  We will hold the launch and two weeks of face 
to face enrolments in our old home at the Show-
ground Reception Hall.  
  Once the semester starts on Monday, March 
16, most sessions will be at the New Life 
Church at the corner of Lowe and Frederick 
Streets.  
  It’s not going to be quite as good – but it’s still 
a great venue; and the best news is that all ses-

sions except dance can be held there. Both 
dance courses will be in the Railway Institute 
Hall in Station Street; and the ukes will still be 
playing in the Poultry Clubrooms. 
  New Life Church parking is available on Lowe 
Street, with a small drop-off area for the 
wheelchair/ramped entrance from the driveway 
off Frederick Street. 
  Chris Stunden, from the Wynyard Show Soci-
ety, will be at our launch on February 26 to an-
swer any questions regarding the build.  
  We expect to return in semester 2 to the Show 
Reception Centre – business as usual, but with 
better toilets. 
  Email the committee on u3awynyard@ 
gmail.com with any concerns or questions.

Renovations cause change of venue

 
Now and any time: Sign up or renew your membership 
Monday, February 17: Newsletter is distributed on-line and 

in the libraries, etc, and website information is live. 
Wednesday, February 26, noon to 2:00pm: Tutor informa-

tion session. 
Wednesday, February 26, 2:00pm to 4:00pm: Semester 1 

launch at the Showground Reception Hall, All welcome. 
Friday, February 28, from 12:01am: On-line enrolments 

open. 
10:00am to noon: In-person enrolments accepted at the 
Showground Reception Hall. 

Friday, March 6, 10:00am to noon: In-person enrolments 
accepted at the Showground Reception Hall. 

Friday, March 13, 10:00am to noon: In-person enrolments 
accepted at the Poultry club rooms 

Monday, March 16: Semester 1 sessions start at the New 
Life Church Hall, Lowe Street. 

Wednesday, March 25, 4:15pm: AGM at the New Life 
Church Hall, Lowe Street. 

  Please note there will be no trade table this semester due to 
our venue change.   
  All contributions to the biscuit/tea/coffee box greatly appreci-
ated.

Key dates for semester 1



Monday, March 16, 10.00am to 12.30pm         [1 x 2.5 hours] 
Excursion: Vestiges of our glacial past 
Presenter: Jo Crothers       Capped: maximum 18 
About 300 million years ago, things were pretty violent when a glacier in a wide fjord entered the 
sea at what is now Wynyard. Tidewater glaciers are dynamic: cracking and dumping, spurting and 
pulsing, pushing and shoving. And then, in a quieter environment, deposits of intriguing glacial 
sediments were made on the foreshore. These are now recognised as internationally important – 
and just waiting for us to explore. Level of difficulty: moderately easy. Details on the website. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street, and excursion site 
 
 
Mondays, March 16 to June 15, 12.15pm to 1.45pm         [14 x 1.5 hours] 
Harmonica Jam 
All welcome  
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
 
Mondays, March 16 to June 15, 2.00pm to 4.00pm              [14 x 2 hours] 
Tai Chi for Beginners 
Presenter: Frank Croucher              Capped: maximum 12 
This is a sequence of 21 Forms of Sun-style Tai Chi, formulated by Dr Paul Lam, and specifically 
aimed at those at risk of falling and injury. The purpose is to facilitate balance and co-ordination 
while learning a gentle form of exercise and improving core strength.  
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesday, March 18, 10:00am to noon             [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
The Story Behind an Australian Story 
Presenter: Wendy Page 
Wendy Page, who for more than 20 years has been a producer and investigative journalist with 
ABC TV's Australian Story program, returns to speak about another of her controversial programs. 
Hear the back story, the personalities and perspectives behind an issue which continues to divide 
opinion. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
 
Wednesdays, March 18 to June 15, 12:15pm to 1.45pm     [14 x 1.5 hours] 
Ukulele Jam 
All welcome 
Poultry Clubroom 
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Program for Semester One 2020

Sessions with capped enrolments are in blue

Newsletters are emailed to all on our contact list, or can be picked up from Wynyard and Burnie  
libraries, Wonders of Wynyard, Waratah-Wynyard Council Chambers and ArtsCape.
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More details and expanded descriptions are available on the         
U3A Wynyard website — www.wynyard.u3anet.org.au

Wednesdays, March 18, 25 and April 1, 2:00pm to 4:00pm, [3 x 2 hours] 
The North-West Coast by Time Travel 
Presenter: Brian Rollins 
Continue travelling the NW Coast during the colonisation by the Van Diemen’s Land Company. 
Brian illustrates his talks with historic documents that pull the past right back into the present. Ex-
plore the VDL Company track between Emu Bay and Circular Head, especially its Wynyard sec-
tion. Unveil nomenclature from that period which is full of red herrings, misconceptions and 
misplacements – Who did name Cradle Mt? Where was the original Flowerdale Creek/River?  
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursdays, March 19 and 26, 10.00am to  noon    [2 x 2 hours] 
Birds of the Region (RPT) 
Presenter: Col Meyers 
Interactive Power Point presentations with Col explaining what bush and water birds can be seen, 
and where, in this area. A series of excellent photos will help you learn some distinguishing field 
marks. 
Session 1 — Bush birds, Session 2 — Water birds 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursday, March 19, 2:00pm to 4:00pm [1 x 2 hours] 
Armchair Travel:  
Tasmanian Discovery 
Presenter: Mal Kearney 
Like the first settlers, I was sentenced to servitude in Tasmania. While here to work, I took the time 
to look around, took the odd picture and met some even odder locals. I was soon smitten. The 
freedom of retirement sent me packing for the beautiful North-West but there are still excursions to 
be photographed. Let me share that seductive charm in a few pictures. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Mondays, March 23, 30, April 6, 13, 20 and 27, 10.00am to noon    [6 x 2 hours] 
Clogging for Beginners 
Presenter: Jan Collins 
Clogging is a tap-style dance from the Appalachian Mountain regions of the USA - a hybrid of vari-
ous folk dances of the European migrants. This course will give you some background, the basic 
movements, teach some basic steps and have you dancing in no time. In clogging, all the steps 
are cued and no partner is required. Cloggers wear special jingle taps on their shoes but for this 
introduction, no taps are required.  Bring: Comfortable shoes – ideally flat with smooth soles. 
Railway Institute Hall, Station Street. 
 
Monday, March 23 , 10.00 am to noon [1 x 2 hours] 
Excursion: Remnant Vegetation of Wynyard; a botanical walk 
Presenter: Jim McLeod        Capped: maximum 15 
A guided exploration of the pockets of natural vegetation still left in Wynyard. We’ll discuss how 
the component plants interact, what used to be here and the history of its change. Jim McLeod is a 
well-known nurseryman, who specialises in our native plants. Jim has a lifetime of experience and 
passion in identifying and growing native plants; and a walk with him will show you plants you 
never knew existed in Wynyard. More details on the website. More detail on the website. 
Meet at the Frederick Street Reserve.  
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Wednesday, March 25, 10:00am to noon [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity: Rural Alive and Well (RAW) 
Presenter: John Clark 
RAW provides accessible and responsive support services to rural communities, helping to re-
spond to crises; and in recovery or coping after adversity. RAW establishes structures and net-
works to help individuals, families and communities to deal with suicide. John will describe RAW’s 
work and cover suicide prevention in general by outlining key principles in preventing suicide. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursdays, March 26, April 9, 23, May 7, 21, Jun 4, 18, 2:00pm to 4.30pm  
Film Appreciation       [7 x 2.5 hours] 
Presenter: Janet Boland 
Our popular fortnightly film appreciation sessions return. A chance to watch and discuss a wide 
range of film genres. Film details will be announced in the Weekly Reminder 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Monday, March 30, 9.00am 11.00am   [1 x 2 hours] 
Excursion: Bird identification at Tiabunna 
Presenter: Col Meyers       Capped: maximum 15 
Come and practice your bird identification skills in an excursion to our ex-property near Somerset 
which has a lake and native bush. We should be able to see both bush and water birds. It will in-
volve an easy short walk with lots of stopping, looking and listening. Please, no Hawaiian shirts or 
loud voices. 
20 Edward Street, Somerset:  see website for more details 
 
Wednesday, April 1, 10:00am to noon [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity: 
The Future Dairy Farm and the Role of Precision Technology 
Presenter: Dr James Hills 
Dr James Hills is a Senior Research Fellow at the Tasmanian Institute of Agricultures Dairy Grains 
and Grazing Centre, where he is the centre leader. He leads a team of researchers focusing on re-
search in the areas of feedbase, animal nutrition, biophysical and farm-system modelling and pre-
cision agriculture and new technologies relevant to temperate pasture-based dairy systems. He 
has a particular interest in variability in farming systems and the use of technology for measuring 
and managing this variability to improve the efficiency and sustainability of production. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street.  
 
Thursdays, April 2, 9 and 16, 10.00 to noon    [3 x 2 hours] 
Writing Poetry 
Presenter: Rees Campbell             Capped: Min 5, Max 14 
Poetry is often described as a synthesis of language, the essence of a thought…. 
Free verse, haiku, doggerel, ballad or sonnet – all are poetry, but all so different. Learn a little bit 
about various forms of poetry; and try your hand at different styles. Explore some of the literary 
techniques or devices that make poetry so evocative and powerful. Details on the website. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursday, April 2, 2:00pm to 4:00pm     [1 x 2 hours] 
Armchair Travel: Roads less travelled in Europe 
Presenters: Jen Lawes and Richard Muir Wilson 
In September 2018, we flew to Glasgow and explored the islands of Lewis and Harris in the Outer 
Hebrides. Porto and walking the Douro Valley for several days followed, then Arles in the south of 
France. Our holiday ended in Italy where we stayed with family and friends in Modena and Vaglia 
(near Florence). We indulged in art, food, wine, exercise and many memorable experiences. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
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 Fridays, Monthly from April 3, 1.00pm to 3:00pm         [2 hours] 
Book Group  
Presenter: Anne Hamilton 
Meets on the first Friday of each month. Members select books to be read; generally fiction, but not 
always. We read one book a month and discuss that book at our monthly meeting. The group has 
been meeting for 3 years now. This year we have space for 3 new members to join us. 
Poultry Clubrooms 
 
Monday, April 6, 8:45am to 5.30pm           [1 x 8.5 hours] 
Fee: $60.00 per person, may reduce, depending on numbers 
Excursion: Bus Tour of Historic Hampshire & Surrey Hills 
Presenter: Brian Rollins         Capped: max 33 
By roads not open to the public, we visit relics of the first European settlements in NW Tasmania (c 
1827 – 1831), set in delightful surroundings amidst ancient acres of native grasslands, with moun-
tains on all sides. Follow in the 1830 footsteps of George Augustus Robinson and Truganini at 
Weybridge; visit the remains of a shepherd’s hut at Howden already abandoned in 1834; and have 
a distant view of a rock cairn built by Hellyer in 1831. Learn of discovery, exploration and settle-
ment, of murder and mayhem. 
Meet at Lowe Street car park: more details on website 
 
Wednesday, April 8, 10:00am to noon     [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
NW Community Legal Centre: Who We Are, What We Do and Legal 
Issues that Affect Us All 
Presenter: North West Community Legal Centre 
Wills and estates – what you need to consider and practical tips to avoid the issues frequently 
seen by lawyers. 
Family Violence, Bail and Policing – a discussion surrounding family violence legislation, its im-
pact and general information regarding bail, police and court processes. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesday, April 8, 2:00pm to 4:00pm  [1 x 2 hours] 
More Joy: More Jazz 
Presenter: Jeremy Cleverly 
A continuation of my personal exploration of this exciting musical genre which follows on from last 
year’s introduction and brief history of jazz. There will be differing aspects of the music and more 
history, more stories, more personalities, more visuals. In fact, more of everything. And, of course, 
some very varied jazz styles. Featuring again, the popular Peoples Choice vote on the all new jazz 
tracks presented. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesday, April 15, 10:00am to noon      [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
The Story of Two Songs 
Presenter: John Lamb 
There are certain songs which not only bring the past rushing back to us, but which also are so 
much a part of their times, that a retelling of their composition is a retelling of the circumstances 
and events which surrounded them. I have chosen two such songs. We will listen to them, talk 
about them and look into the dramatic period in time which they represent. What are those two 
songs? Come along and find out! 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
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 Wednesday, April 15, 2:00pm to 4:00pm      [1 x 2 hours] 
Working with Analytical X-rays 
Presenter: Alan Gregory 
What analytical x-rays do, and how they do it. Participants will enjoy hearing the amusing tale of how 
Alan got into this relatively rare field. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursday, April 16, 2:00pm to 4:00pm   [1 x 2 hours] 
Armchair Travel:  
Taste of Sri Lanka 
Presenter: Alison Horch 
Sri Lanka is about the same size as Tasmania but with a population of 21 million. The differences 
don’t stop there. Travel around the southwest area including Colombo, Kandy and Galle. A talk 
about the history, the food, the sites, attitudes to religion and safety for tourists. On that note, we 
don’t talk about cricket. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Fridays, April 17, May 15 and June 19, 1:00pm to 3:00pm      [3 x 2 hours] 
Talking the Topic — our other book group         
Presenter: Heather Ebbott   Capped: Maximum 10 
Each month participants bring their book of choice relating to the designated topic and share with 
the group their insights/ responses to the questions for each session. This way, we will all extend 
our understanding of different topics over the semester. 
Poultry Clubrooms 
 
Wednesday, April 22, 10:00am to noon    [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
Join the Pain Revolution: Re-think Pain, Re-engage, Recover 
Presenters: Dr Alison Fletcher and co-presenters 
1 in 5 Australians experience persistent pain. Pain Revolution is a not-for-profit organisation dedi-
cated to improving outcomes for people living with persistent pain.  
Local Pain Educators aim to provide people living with pain, community members and profession-
als with insights into: 
► What pain is and why it persists 
► Why learning about pain is an essential part of pain management strategies 
► An approach to treating persistent pain 

The team of Local Pain Educators presenting this session will include a GP, a psychologist and 2 
physiotherapists. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesdays, April 22 and 29, 2:00pm to 4:00pm   [1 x 2 hours] 
Time 
Presenter: Ian Ferris 
In these two talks we will examine, in as simple language as we can, what time is, what time it is, 
how we tell what time it is, and how we don't really know what time actually is, or even what time it 
is. Guided by our own internal time-keepers, and the sun, the nice easy historical view of time was 
ruined by people who decided that time flow is not constant, but varies. Can we travel into the Fu-
ture? or the Past? All of this, but only one mathematical equation — promise.  
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 

More details and expanded descriptions are available for many ses-
sions on the U3A Wynyard website — www.wynyard.u3anet.org.au



Page 8 Semester 1, 2020

 Thursday, April 23, 10:00am to noon     [1 x 2 hours] 
As We Grow Older… 
Presenters: Judy Freeman, One Care; Narelle Davey, Red Cross; Lorraine Hyland, Abbey-
field House 
Some of us, and those we care about, will need extra support to maintain wellness, independence, 
remain active in the community and retain social contacts. Our three speakers will give details of 
Home Care Packages, the Community Visitor Scheme and opportunities for older single retirees to 
live in a safe and secure environment and enjoy the company of others. More details on website. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Monday, April 27, 10:00am to noon   [1 x 2 hours] 
Excursion: Redbank Farm  
Presenters: Michael and Andrew Nichols              Capped: Maximum 25 
There is a lot to see at Redbank Farm: we’ll be learning about pressing award winning canola oil, 
the wind turbine generating power, chickens in their hatchery, the grain facilities and to top it off, a 
visit to Hill Farm Preserves where artisan condiments and preserves are made from natural ingre-
dients. More details on the website. 
Redbank Farm Broomhalls Road, Sisters Creek 
 
Wednesday, April 29, 10:00am to noon   [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
My Life as an Artist 
Presenter: Con Rhee 
Con has had a successful career as a glass artist and creative photographer. He will discuss a 
number of themes, including Facebook and art, surveillance capitalism, thinking independently, the 
background to his exploration of photography, funding your career as an artist, your mindset as an 
artist, how some viewers decode 2-D visual art and communication through 2-D visual art.  He will 
pose a number of questions: What is reality? What is creativity? Pushing boundaries – how can 
you do it?  
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursday, April 30, 10.00am to noon    [1 x 2 hours] 
Wynyard Pictorial History 
Presenter: Darrell Wilson      Capped: maximum 20 
This session will cover the history of Gutteridge Gardens, the Wynyard hospitals and the airport. 
History Room, Wynyard Community Centre 
 
Thursday, April 30, 2:00pm to 4:00pm      [1 x 2 hours] 
Armchair Travel:  
To be advised 
 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Monday, May 4, 10.00 to noon    [1 x 2 hours] 
My Great Great Grandfather was a Convict 
Presenter: Leanne Topfer 
After over 35 years of working as a lawyer in private practice, previous President of the Law Soci-
ety of Tasmania and recipient of the 2017 Law Society Lawyer of the Year, Leanne Topfer was ap-
pointed a Magistrate on the NW coast in April 2019.  
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
Wednesday, May 6, 10:00am to noon     [1 x 2 hours] 
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 Serendipity:  
Rome – Treasure House of Architecture and Art  
Presenter: Heather Ebbott 
Noisy, crowded, scruffy, huge, history coming at you from every angle, fascinating, exhilarating, 
exhausting, seductive, instructive, many layered…here are just a few of its treasures. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesdays, May 6, 13, 20 and 27, June 3, 2:00pm to 4:00pm        [5 x 2 hours] 
Pick ’em, don’t strum ’em 
Presenter: Margaret Cartwright 
This course will introduce players to one pattern each week for playing chords plucking one string 
at a time instead of strumming. The technique will then be applied to some songs. In the final 
week  the four different patterns will be played over a selection of songs chosen by participants. 
More details on website. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursdays, May 7 and 14, 10am to noon   [2 x 2 hours] 
Theatre Antics 
Presenter: Gerri Lyell 
Plays, skits, writing, reading, acting .... a mighty mixture of possibilities awaits you. Deep and seri-
ous to loud and hilarious — it’s all to play for. Come and take part in all the fun. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Monday, May 11, 9.00am to noon      [1 x 3 hours] 
Digital Mentor Training  
Presenter: Anita Anderwald 
Come along to a Digital Mentoring session and learn the skills you can use to support others to get 
online and build digital confidence. Tasmanians are falling behind when it comes to digital ability, 
access and affordability. This is leaving many unable to access essential services only available 
online. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesday, May 13, 10:00am to noon     [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
Geological microscopy and Tasmania from the air 
Presenter: Gary Macarthur 
The Wonders of Microscopic Ore Textures is a pictorial introduction to the diverse and intricate 
beauty of ore mineral textures as seen via the reflected light microscope. Insight into how these 
textures originate and the practical implications for mineral processing.  
Aerial views of Tasmanian Landscapes - a selection of high-quality video clips of diverse Tasman-
ian landscapes as captured from the air by the Wynyard-based “Wandering Foxbat”, set to atmos-
pheric background music. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
 
Thursday, May 14, 2:00pm to 4:00pm      [1 x 2 hours] 
Armchair Travel:  
Any Way But Flying 
Presenter: Sandra Templar 
The good, the bad and the ugly of travelling the world without flying. Travelling by sea on small 
ships and ferries, bumping into islands along the way…St Helena, the Azores, Reunion Is, Isle of 
Harris, Barbados, Aruba, Solta, Canary and Thousand Islands.  
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
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 Monday, May 18, 10.00 am to 11.30am           [1 x 1.5 hours] 
Excursion: Forico Nursery  
Presenter: Andrew Moore         Capped: maximum 20 
An opportunity to learn about one of Australia’s most sophisticated containerised forest nurseries. 
The nursery has the capacity to produce 18 million seedlings annually and grows commercial na-
tive seedlings for internal use and external clients in Tasmania and South East Mainland Australia. 
High-vis vest or top and covered in shoes required. More detail on the website.                                 
Forico Nursery, 20 McKays Road, Somerset 

 

Monday, May 18, 25, June 1, 10.00 am to noon     [3 x 2 hours] 
Get up and move 
Presenter: Nikki Tamassy 
Three exercise classes involving different forms of dancing and moving. Within any one class you 
may learn an easy line dance, followed by a Scottish Ceilidh circle dance followed by The Gay 
Gordon, perhaps followed by waltzing round the room or simply marching. Moving is good for us, 
and this is a chance to combine movement, music and fun. Emphasis is on movement not dancing 
skills. Suitable for all genders. 
Railway Institute Hall, Station Street 
 
Wednesday, May 20, 10:00am to noon     [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
What a crack-up! 
Presenter: Jo Crothers 
A story of many parts, all connected by a central theme; the solving of one of the Earth’s greatest 
geological puzzles: why and how continents move. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursday, May 21, 10:00am to noon  [1 x 2 hours] 
More of Shakespeare’s Hidden Gems  
Presenter: Danny Crothers 
Another look at the gems to be found in Shakespeare’s less popular plays. We’ll start 
with Love’s Labour’s Lost and King John and then The Comedy of Errors, Measure for 
Measure and All’s Well That Ends Well. There’ll be more aphorisms which you may care 
to drop into your daily conversation and plenty of digressions about the man and his 
times. Those who missed last year’s session will have no trouble picking up the threads. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesday, May 27, 10:00am to noon   [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
Return to the Middle Kingdom (Apologies to the Jedi) 
Presenter: Wendy Sullivan  
There are few of us who are not intrigued and more than a little concerned by the resurgence of 
modern China. China’s current leader, Xi Jinping, has been described as the most powerful man in 
the world, and the implications for our children and grandchildren of these developments will be 
profound. This will be a very basic effort to explain and discuss the rise of China in its historical 
context. It may not alleviate your anxieties, but at least you might gain a little more knowledge of 
what you need to be anxious about. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
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Thursdays, May 28, June 4, June 11 and 18, 10.00am to noon   [4 x 2 hours] 
Botanical Art  
Presenter: Frances (Skeat) Andrews          Capped: Maximum 10 
Learn how to use pencil, pen, ink, brush and other items to draw the intricate details required in 
botanical art. Skeat is a talented local artist who produces books, cards, bookmarks, gift tags and 
whatever people request. She recently had a successful exhibition of her work at Wonders of 
Wynyard. More details on the website. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursday, May 28, 2:00pm to 4:00pm     [1 x 2 hours] 
Armchair Travel:  
Christmas and Cocos Islands Visit 
Presenters: Frank and Lennie Wilson 
Two islands in the Indian Ocean; both islands are completely different and much less visited than 
the resorts of the Pacific Ocean. Very interesting history and most amazing sea-bird life and, of 
course, the millions of land crabs. We were in a group who visited the islands during Bird and Na-
ture Week. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesday, June 3, 10:00am to noon      [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
The Century Quest for Gravitational Waves 
Presenter: Frank van Kann 
The existence of Gravity Waves (or Gravitational Radiation) is a prediction of Einstein’s Theory of 
General Relativity, formulated in 1916. But the radiation is so extraordinarily weak that it took a 
century before the first discovery was made. It has been an amazing quest, requiring unimagin-
able improvements in technology, but the rewards are enormous. Apart from the obvious scientific 
achievement of the discovery itself, it opens the window to a completely new form of astronomy — 
gravity waves can reveal phenomena that are fundamentally impossible to observe with light. 
Come along and share the marvel of this discovery, from concept to reality and the promise of the 
future. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Monday, June 8, 10:00am to noon         [1 x 2 hours] 
The Great Outdoors: white water rafting in Queensland to  

sea kayaking in Antarctica 
Presenter: Joan Wiley 
The adventures experienced and lessons learned over many years, since undertaking an Outward 
Bound course in the late 1970s. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesday, June 10, 10:00am to noon   [1  x 2 hours] 
Serendipity:  
Four Amazing Men 
Presenter: Mervyn Mitchell 
We will examine the lives, times, discoveries and impacts of four giants of science: John Dalton 
(England), Ernest Rutherford (New Zealand), Neils Bohr (Denmark) and Werner Heisenberg (Ger-
many) – not exactly household names, but utterly fascinating men in their own right, who dramati-
cally changed the way in which we view and manipulate the universe we inhabit. 
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New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
Wednesdays, June 10 and 17, 2:00pm to 4:00pm     [2 x 2 hours] 
Introduction to Qigong 
Presenter: Frank Croucher        Capped: Maximum 12 
Qigong is an ancient self-healing art which uses a combination of gentle movement and breathing 
techniques to cleanse the body and strengthen and support the flow of Qi. It also aids the under-
standing of Tai Chi. These sessions will introduce participants to Wudang Longevity Qigong. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Thursday, June 11, 2:00pm to 4:00pm   [1 x 2 hours] 
Armchair Travel:  
TBA — Check weekly reminders 
 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Monday, June 15, 10:00am to noon   [1 x 2 hours] 
Understanding personality type 
Presenter: Robert Heywood       Capped: maximum 20 
How we see ourselves is not always how others see us. Our personality type affects how we see 
the world and relate to others. Understanding our personality strengths and weaknesses allows us 
not only to relate more easily to others, but also to understand the personal energy behind our dif-
fering joys, interests and frustrations. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 
 
Wednesday, June 17 ,10:00am to noon    [1 x 2 hours] 
Serendipity: The Future for Feeding the World 
Presenter: Bruce French 
Many top scientists are saying we need to re-think our approach to feeding the world. This in-
cludes re-discovering all the edible plants of the world so that we can make better use of all of 
these well-adapted, highly nutritious, disease resistant and insect-tolerant edible plants. The Food 
Plants International database is now the most comprehensive in the world, covering 31,250 edible 
species suitable for every location on the planet. Some of these amazing food plants will be illus-
trated and discussed. 
New Life Church, Lowe Street. 

Committee contacts 
  The committee welcomes your  
suggestions for courses and for the 
newsletter. If you can see a way we 
can serve you better, please let   
anyone on the committee know. 
Rees Campbell — 0409 006 170  
Jo Crothers — 0458 774 179 
Cheryl Lehtinen — 0456 920 599 
Genevieve Morris — 0408 368 295 
Frank Croucher — 0419 722 454 
Mervyn Mitchell — 0400 213 460 
Mal Kearney — 0421 665 400 
Anne Hamilton — 0423 926 392

  The aims and objectives 
of U3A Wynyard are to: 
► provide learning oppor-
tunities for older people 
who are not in full-time em-
ployment. 
► encourage all members 
to contribute time and tal-
ents to ensure the sustain-
ability of U3A Wynyard by 
volunteering as tutors, or in 
any other roles. 
►operate as an affordable 

learning co-operative to 
offer lifelong learning op-
portunities and promote 
healthy ageing in a friendly, 
safe and enjoyable envi-
ronment. 
► create a learning culture 
that is free from discrimina-
tion. 
► promote and encourage 
membership of U3A Wyn-
yard in the Waratah-Wyn-
yard area.

Aims and objectives of U3AW



  Having been a resident of this 
area for yonks…I’ve known 
Alwyn for many years. I first 
knew of her as the person who 
ran Vincent Industries. Per-
haps her name wasn’t on the 
letter head, but that’s the way it 
was.  
  Since U3AW was first a twin-
kle in Janet Sell’s eye, Alwyn 
has been involved. She was 
on the inaugural committee, 
and has held executive office 
ever since, from Treasurer to 
President.  
  For the past four years, it has 
been Alwyn who has handled 
all the financial transactions of 
U3AW, watching it grow and 
memberships increase.  
  Now Alwyn is leaving Wyn-
yard, leaving U3AW, the Se-
nior Citz, Local Government 
Women’s Association, Bloom-
ing Tulips, Wynyard Show, 

COTA,  ArtsCape and several 
other community organisations 
she has been an instrumental 
part of. 
  Her service to community has 
been recognised with an Aus-
tralia Day Centennial Medal, a 
Rotary Paul Harris Fellowship 
and she was inducted into the 
Tasmanian Women’s Honour 
Roll. 
  She will be greatly missed, 
and even our afternoon teas 
will be the poorer without 
Alwyn’s fabulous orange cake, 
or German delights.  
  Thank you, Alwyn, for all 
you’ve done. We wish you all 
the very best for the next stage 
of your journey.  
  Rees, Jo, Gen, Merv, Mal, 
Frank, Anne and Cheryl and 
the rest of the U3AWynyard 
community.  

Rees Campbell, President
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Farewell to Alwyn

Mainland bound: Alwyn 
Friedersdorff was an inaugu-
ral member of U3A Wynyard 
and has been active on the 
committee and as a tutor. She 
is moving to be near family.

Feedback is always welcome— www.wynyard.u3anet.org.au

Mervyn’s recipe for good science education
 From Page 1 
 “Speaking personally, U3A allows me to return 
again to my great love, which is presenting 
things I consider fascinating in a way that I 
hope shares my enthusiasm.     
“I’ve spent much of my life learning about, 
teaching and researching as a physical 
chemist, and it’s always fun to pass on some of 
what I know and enjoy. To me, the challenge 
and fulfilment comes from making abstruse and 
sometimes subtle concepts not just intelligible 
but also interesting.  
  “I think it is sad that so many people believe 
science and mathematics to be too complicated 
for the layperson. Even worse, they think sci-
ence has little relevance to their lives, and is 

boring to boot, when, in fact, the opposite is 
true. A good science educator must make the 
complex intelligible and establish a connection 
between the theory and people’s lives.” 
  “In traditional education I believe too much 
emphasis is put on teaching as though learners 
are passive vessels into which knowledge must 
be poured. Good educators first enthuse their 
students with a desire to learn, at which point 
learning ceases being a passive activity and the 
so-called teacher becomes more of a facilitator, 
a mentor, a tutor. 
  “One rewarding aspect of U3A sessions is the 
feedback and unexpected questions.  Often in 
attempting to answer them you think ‘I’ve never 
thought of that before.’” 



  Mary Batch, pictured, was 
born in 1929 and grew up in 
Charbon, NSW. She is now 
U3A Wynyard’s oldest mem-
ber. 
  Her parents were from Scot-
land. Her father ran away to 
sea at age 13 and served in 
the merchant navy as a rigger, 
supporting and supplying the 
navy ships during World War I. 
  It was his knowledge of splic-
ing ropes that lead him to se-
cure a job at Charbon  in 
cement manufacturing. 
  “I was fortunate enough to 
have a wonderful education,” 
says Mary. Both her parents 
were voracious readers and al-
ways saw that there were 
plenty of books in the house: “I 
don’t ever remember not being 
able to read.”  
  The primary school in Char-
bon was a small two-teacher 
school (one teacher during 
World War II) but it provided 
her with a great foundation.    
  The secondary school 5km 
away in Kandos was also small 
but it taught French and Latin; 
Latin being the envy of many 
regional schools because 
teachers were scarce.  
  This, along with French, en-
gendered in her a fascination 
for languages. There were only 
five girls who continued on to 
complete the Leaving Certifi-
cate, four of whom went on to 
teach. 
  Mary was awarded a scholar-
ship  to Armidale College 
which was under the auspice 
of Sydney University.  
  “As undergraduates we were 
expected to wear the academic 
gowns which was a blessing at 

the time because we were as 
poor as church mice and could 
not afford new clothes. The 
gowns covered our old ones. 
  “Paper was heavily rationed 
and I can remember the exam 
papers were printed on ex-
tremely thin paper in very small 
print in order to get as much in-
formation in the smallest 
amount of space.”  
  Although initially posted to 
Armidale, Mary transferred to 
Portland where she met her 
husband, Sam Batch.  
  Sam was a fitter and turner 
doing a part-time engineering 
course. He heard that there 
was a need for manual arts 
teachers and so applied to do 
the training.  
  He was successful, which 
meant a move to Sydney.  
  She worked at Cleveland 
High School where she taught 
French practically full time, 
with class sizes between 40 
and 50 students.  
  This was at a time when 
women were paid only five-
eighths of men’s wages. 
  When Sam graduated, he 
was posted to Dubbo High 
School.  Mary taught part time 

while their children were young 
but then was offered full time at 
St John’s in Dubbo.  
  They both lived and worked 
there until their retirement in 
1986.  
  Mary and Sam moved to Ul-
ladulla for their retirement 
where Mary says she had 
three wonderful years before 
her husband was tragically 
killed in a car accident.  
  She then moved to a smaller 
unit in Shoalhaven Heads, 
near Nowra. 
  When Mary’s daughter and 
husband said they were mov-
ing to Tasmania in 2016 and in-
vited her to join them, she 
decided it would be a good 
move for her too, especially 
having recently lost a close 
friend. The cooler weather was 
also attractive.  
  Coming to Wynyard has been 
positive for Mary. She has 
taken up a variety of activities 
which the community has to 
offer. A Tuesday morning Art 
Group, Chat ’n’ Choose and 
Bridge classes keep her en-
gaged. 
   “I was always interested in 
U3A,” she says, “but I could 
not attend in other regions be-
cause getting to the venues 
was difficult, especially after I 
gave up my driving licence, but 
here it is close enough to walk 
so I joined immediately. I can-
not say how much I have en-
joyed learning German, I only 
hope it can continue.”  
  Mary says Wynyard is a spe-
cial and welcoming town where 
people have made her feel she 
has always belonged.  

Genevieve Morris 
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A long life journey
Ninety years young and still learning
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Table turned: A success introduced last semester 
to meet ever-increasing costs for Wynyard U3A 
was an opportunity table to which members con-
tributed odds and ends for sale for a dollar or two.

Weekly reminders of sessions and venues are emailed to members 
and displayed in the window of the ArtsCape.

  U3A Wynyard thanks the following individuals 
and organisations for their support: 
● Roger and Bev Badcock for ongoing help 
with all computers matters. 
● Ricky Burr from RMB Electrical Somerset 
for help in ensuring the safety of equipment. 
● Ruth Forrest MLC for publicity and photo-
copying support. 
● Libraries Tasmania Wynyard for ongoing 
support in many ways. 
● Fay Hulme for kindly allowing us to use 
some of her photographs as website ban-
ners. 
● The Wynyard Show Society . 
●  State members for Braddon Anita Dow MP 
and Shane Broad MP. 
● Federal MP for Braddon Gavin Pearce MP. 
● Waratah-Wynyard Council for generously 
printing our newsletters. 

We couldn’t do it without . . . 

  I want to say thank you to you and all the 
organisers of U3A for the wonderful experi-
ences you offer through your amazing vol-
unteers. (The) excursion to the Robo Cow 
Dairy was brilliant and both my husband 
and I thoroughly enjoyed learning about 
this innovative technology happening right 
here in our region.  
  Simon was so giving in answering every-
one's questions with humour, great depth 
of knowledge and patience. What a magi-
cal place we were privileged to enjoy 
today. And the three other activities I have 
experienced in my first term of being part 
of U3A were equally impressive. Thank 
you again for all your hard work.  

— Elizabeth 
 
  As I walked from my car to the supermar-
ket on Monday, I met a person in the car 
park who stopped me and said, “U3A 
makes a huge difference to the lives of 
people in Wynyard. Keep up the good 
work.”  
  I entered the supermarket and was ap-
proached at the banana stand by another 
person who said, “U3A has changed the 
lives of many people in Wynyard. Keep up 
the good work.”   
  We receive generous praise regularly 
from our members, but it struck me that 
both these completely unrelated people 
made the same point; U3AW gives so 
much more to our community than having 
something to do on a rainy day. 

— Secretary Jo

Feedback 
rewards 
our efforts



  Having previously attended Lynne Jarvis’s eye 
opening session called Dying to Know at U3A, 
and having been to a presentation by Tender 
Funerals in Ulverstone, I was undaunted by the 
title of this course and decided immediately to 
sign up. 
  Disillusioned with the normal idea of funerals, 
after attending and being involved with organis-
ing family cremations and funerals, I decided 
that was not for me. 
  Although we were a small group, it actually 
was perfect for the time we had in which to build 
seven caskets in five weeks.  
  With fabulous support from Duncan, Peter, 
Tom and Stephens (2) we all managed to create 
our made-to-measure, useful, practical and, 
dare I say, attractive boxes into which we would 
all end up one day in the very distant future. 
  Duncan’s shed was fabulous for the project, a 
great space to measure, cut and saw, sand and 
assemble our masterpieces.  
  There were many moments of humour, good 
laughs and camaraderie as we tried to avoid 
chopping off fingers, getting hit by a length of 
macrocarpa, glueing fingers together, or drilling 
into the wrong piece.  

Errors were made; the old adage of “measure 
twice, cut once” didn’t always work.  
  As a woman with only some experience of 
handywork, I learned a few interesting skills that 
will, I hope, stay with me throughout the rest of 
my (long) life. 
  For instance: who’d have thought that ento-
mology came in to carpentry? That a bee’s dick 
was actually a well-known measurement, albeit 
bigger than a gnat’s dick.  
  Using tools that I’d never had the chance to 
use before, getting to know the lovely people in 
the group better and sharing our thoughts and 
ideas made the project a joy.  
  The final day was spent helping Pete build his 
casket because he had unselfishly dedicated 
most of his time helping others.  
  This was followed by a great barbecue lunch 
out on the deck among the sawdust and timber 
off-cuts with a few drinks in the sun and tasty 
fare to share. 
  There may have been some strange looks as 
a convoy of coffins drove off down the highway. 
  Thanks for your generosity Duncan, and to 
Rees for planning and organizing this course. I 
would recommend it, if it ever runs again.  

— Annie Hayes
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D-I-Y departure task

Right fit: Col Meyers and Rees Campbell mea-
sure the timber for their custom and home-
made casket that doubles as a seat or a coffee 
table until its final use.

New skills: The coffin project is a once-only 
session but the skills learned can be used 
many ways. Sarah Macgregor is measured for 
a casket by Stephen Tamassy.


