Keith Corbett will combine his local knowledge
and geological expertise to explain the ground
we walk on in the North-West..

One of the most prolific writers on
Tasmanian geology says it was his chosen
career path because he loves to work
outdoors.
Keith Corbett’s latest book is titled Child of
Gondwana: The Geological Making of
Tasmania, and it will be the basis of much of
his talk and excursion for U3A Wynyard in
Semester 1.
Born at Penguin, Keith was raised at Riana
and educated there before high schools in
Ulverstone and Devonport.
He went to the University of Tasmania and
majored in geology and botany then did an
Honours degree in the Florentine Valley,
near Maydena, where he worked with the
paper mill operating in that area. He later
worked with the Hydro Electric Commission
as an engineering geologist.
He went back to university in the mid-60s to
do a PhD on the Denison Range, near Lake
Gordon, a remote part of the state that
required helicopters to get in and out.
The mining boom in the 1970s teased him
to work in Western Australia for a time but he
came back to cooler climate to map the
geology of western Tasmania.
This led to his expertise in the rocks known
as the Mount Read Volcanics, an area where
much of Tasmania’s mineral wealth is mined.
Turn to page 2
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Keith Corbett’s latest
book is a guide to
the geology of
Tasmania written “for
everyone”. Some
content will be
explored and
explained at his
session and
excursions for
Wynyard U3A in
March.

Program for Semester One 2021
Monday

Get up and move
Nikki Tamassy
1 March – 5 April, 10:00-12:00, six sessions
Six exercise classes involving different forms of
dancing and moving. Within any one class you
may learn an easy line dance, followed by a
Scottish Ceilidh circle dance followed by The
Gay Gordons, or waltzing round the room or
simply gentle marching. Moving is good for us,
and this is a chance to combine movement,
music and fun. Emphasis is on movement not
dancing skills. Suitable for all genders. The
class may be split into two one-hour classes
and attendees can choose to partake in one or
both.
Capped 20
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

Tai Chi for arthritis and fall prevention
Frank Croucher
1 March – 17 May, 2:00-4:00, twelve sessions
This is a sequence of 21 Forms of Sun-style Tai
Chi, formulated by Dr Paul Lam, and
specifically aimed at those at risk of falling and
injury. The purpose is to facilitate balance and
co-ordination while learning a gentle form of
exercise and improving core strength.
Capped: Max 12
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Wednesday

Serendipity:
Building a house of hemp
Roger Bodley
3 March, 10:00-12:00, one session
Thirteen years ago, I decided to build an ecohome and after a fairly long process of
research chose hempcrete (essentially an
organic concrete comprising a mixture of
chopped hemp plant stalk and lime) for its eco-

qualities but, more importantly, its comfort
properties. This was started 10 years ago and
our experiences and the results have led to
many other homes in Australia using the same
material but not quite the same techniques.
The joys and troubles of being first will be
discussed.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

Fire lighting – now and then
Con Rhee
3 March, 2:00-4:00, one session
Normally, history is presented as a flow of
events from the past to the present. I reverse
that time flow from the familiar now, to the
(possibly) unfamiliar past. The capacity to light
fire is fundamental to the survival of people on
earth (and hence their evolution) whether we
examine the sub-polar regions, or the tropics.
In attempting any understanding of fire making
however, it is most useful to start with today –
e.g., piezo electric lighting on our gas fired
stove tops – and then travel backwards in time,
leading to the creating of fire by friction or
percussion of suitable materials. Thus, this U3A
presentation has four stages, looking
backwards in time. The last stage examines the
(possible) fire lighting methods of the original
Tasmanian Aboriginal tribes and other First
Nations peoples.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Thursday

A sedimental journey
Jo Crothers
4 March, 9:30-12:30, one session
A journey of 10 million years, from the turbulent
start, to the placid end of Wynyard’s tidewater
glacier, with a brief, fiery interlude along the
way.
Capped: max 15
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre and
Doctors Rocks

Armchair Travel: A personal journey
through the eastern bloc
Frank van Kann
4 March, 2:00-4:00, one session
The trail starts in eastern Germany, well before
the fall of the wall and wends its way back to
the same area post-unification and the near
miraculous transformation. From there jumps to
post-soviet Russia and a look at fighting for
economic survival.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Friday

Book Club # 1
Anne Hamilton
5 March – 6 May, 1:00-3:00, three sessions
Meets on the first Friday of each month.
Members select books to be read; generally
fiction, but not always. We read one book a
month and discuss that book at our monthly
meeting. There are currently no vacancies, but
we encourage expressions of interest, because
a vacancy may occur.
Capped: Maximum 12
Poultry Clubrooms
Wednesday

Serendipity:
Measuring atmospheric composition
Sam Cleland
10 March, 10:00-12:00, one session
The composition of earth’s atmosphere has
changed a lot over recent times, leading to the
climate warming and stratospheric ozone
depletion. Chronicling the nature of global
atmospheric composition change is the job
done at the Cape Grim Baseline Air Pollution
Station. We will talk about how and why we
measure greenhouse gases and ozone
depleting substances (some existing in
concentrations of few parts per trillion),
particles, reactive gases and radon gas.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

More of Shakespeare’s hidden gems
Danny Crothers
10 March and 17 March, 2:00-4:00 two
sessions

All’s Well That Ends Well has been ranked as
the 27th most popular of Shakespeare’s 37
plays. Yet it contains much to admire and
deserves a wider audience. We’ll consider its
gems and those of other lowly-ranked plays Timon of Athens, Cymbeline (with its birds) and
as much as time permits of Coriolanus and
Pericles. We’ll see how Shakespeare helped to
revolutionise the English language. And what
are numbers 1 and 37? Those who have
missed previous sessions will have no trouble
picking up the threads.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Thursday

Excursion: Redbank Farm
Michael and Andrew Nichols
11 March, 10:00-12:00, one session
There is a lot to see at Redbank Farm: we’ll be
learning about pressing award winning canola
oil, the wind turbine generating power, chickens
in their hatchery, the grain facilities, and to top
it off, a visit to Hill Farm Preserves where
artisan condiments and preserves are made
from natural ingredients.
Capped: Maximum 25
Redbank Farm

Film Appreciation
Janet Boland
11 and 25 March; 8 and 22 April; 6 and 20 May,
2:00 -4:30, six sessions
Our popular fortnightly film apprecia�on sessions
con�nue. A chance to watch and discuss a range of
film genres. Film details will be announced in the
Weekly Reminder.
FA 1 The Second Best Exo�c Marigold Hotel
11 March, 2:00 -4:30, one session,
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre
Wednesday

Serendipity: An inside view of Gaza
Roger Bodley
17 March, 10:00-12:00, one session
For the three years 2015/6/7 I was part of a
medical teaching group from Oxford that went
into Palestine, both The West Bank and Gaza,
to help give clinical teaching skills to students
from the various universities. I was both
surprised and saddened by what was

happening in the country but will attempt to put
my experiences into a broader context.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Thursday

Excursion:
Explore Fossil Bluff rockpools
Rees Campbell
18 March, 10:00-12:00, one session
Explore the micro-worlds of rockpools at our
doorstep with Rees, who is the author of A
Thousand Pleasures, A Million Treasures, a
beachcomber’s guide to NW Tasmania. Fossil
Bluff has a wealth of marine creatures who call
home the tidal rockpools - beautiful worlds of
stalkers, ambushers and opportunistic
predation. We will probably see such delights
as decorator crabs, elephant snails, brittle stars
and much more...perhaps even catch a glimpse
of a blue-ringed octopus; a surprisingly
common visitor to these pools. Wear
gumboots, or shoes that can get wet...and we
will be walking on slippery rocks.
Capped: Maximum 15

Armchair Travel: Two Tassie trips
Frank Croucher
18 March, 2:00-4:00, one session
First, Beaconsfield Mine: A guided tour through
the Beaconsfield Mine and Heritage Centre
highlighting the history of Beaconsfield and the
Tamar Valley. The 2006 mine rescue is
represented with a special and poignant
exhibition, along with the mine yard which is
unchanged since the workers finished their
shifts in 2012. Second, a Tamar River Cruise:
Along with morning tea and a stop at The
Hillwood Berry Farm, a 50-minute cruise along
the Tamar River, exploring old and new facets
of Launceston's seaport, the history of Kings
Wharf, heritage properties, and Cataract
Gorge. Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Friday

Excursion: Explore Fossil Bluff
rockpools (Rpt)
Rees Campbell
19 March, 10:00-12:00, one session
Capped: Maximum 15
Fossil Bluff

Talking the topic — our other book
group
Heather Ebbott
19 March – 21 May, 1:00-3:00, three sessions
Each member brings a book (or two) relating to
the chosen topic and gives us an idea of its
content. Particular aspects of each topic will be
discussed so that we all extend our
understanding at each session. Meetings will
be on the third Friday of each month.
Capped: Maximum 8
Poultry Clubrooms
Tuesday

Excursion:
Bus tour of historic sites —
Hampshire and Surrey Hills
Brian Rollins
23 March, 8.30: - 5:00, one session
Our explorations of relics of the first European
settlements in NW Tasmania (c1827-1831) will
continue along roads not open to the public.
Accompanied by Brian Rollins' knowledgeable
commentary, we will make several stops to
again take us back in time to Hellyer's
exploration; settlement ruins, river fords, and
our southernmost stop will be to view Hellyer's
rock cairn from the Belvoir lookout. We will also
stop at Mayday Plain to look at the hummocky
grassland which was covered with ancient logs
back in 1829.
Bus leaves from Showground Jackson St.
Capped: Maximum 38
Wednesday

Serendipity: The life and times of the
Lake Margaret Tramway
Mark Fry
24 March, 10:00-12:00, one session
The Lake Margaret Tramway was unique to
Tasmania if not all of Australia. Connecting the
isolated west coast community of Lake
Margaret with Queenstown, this simple 60cm
gauge tramway was for the greater part of its
life the only means of connection for the
residents with the outside world. Commencing
in 1912 until eventually closing in 1964 the
tramway outlived all other passenger lines in
the district. The history of this tramway system
and some little known aspects of its usage will

be covered, including its use for the
replacement of the original wooden stave
pipeline in the 1930's. This presentation brings
to life the isolated community's day to day
events. Just to go "shopping" in Queenstown
required at one time, open air travel down a 1
in 6 gradient haulage in all weather conditions
– it was really tough times.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

versatility of worm farms, where your kitchen
scraps are turned into fertiliser in three weeks.
Capped: Maximum 20
273 Reservoir Drive, Wynyard

How the west was lost

Keith Corbett
31 March, 10:00-12:00, one session
The illustrated talk will trace the long and
interesting history of the Wynyard area. From
the 1.4-billion-year-old quartzite rocks of NW
Tasmania, formed as part of North America in
the supercontinent Nuna 1.4 billion years ago,
through the long period when proto-Tasmania
was part of Gondwana and the glacial Wynyard
Tillite was formed. Then on to the break-up of
Gondwana when Tasmania was actually
formed, our long drift northwards, the formation
of Bass Strait and deposition of the Miocene
sandstones at places like Fossil Bluff.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

Susan Hartley
24 March, 2:00-4:00, one session
In 1946, long before the Wave Hill walk-off of
the 1960s, Aboriginal pastoral workers in the
Pilbara walked off the job to strike against
oppressive work conditions, with the support of
communist and unionist, Don McLeod. McLeod
believed that the Aboriginal people in the
Pilbara deserved to be paid equal wages, they
deserved to have reasonable working
conditions and they deserved to be treated
humanely. The strike action was a trigger point
that led to the modern Aboriginal Rights
movement. What lessons can be taken from
this that are relevant today to any working
person? How is this relevant to the "Uluru
statement from the Heart” and the proposal for
changes to the constitution of Australia? Video
clips and readings in McLeod’s words will be
used to promote discussion.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Thursday

Film Apprecia�on 2

Janet Boland
The Imita�on Game
25 March, 2:00 -4:30, one session
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Wednesday

Serendipity: From Nuna to Fossil
Bluff: the geological history of the
Wynyard area.

Years ahead: misunderstood road
rules
Grace Ring RACT Community Coordinator
31 March, 2:00-4:00, one session
Has it been a while since you started driving?
Years Ahead: Misunderstood Road Rules
explores road rules that are commonly
misunderstood by Tasmanian drivers. Would
you be surprised to hear that road rules for
roundabouts, intersections and indicating make
the list? An informative and entertaining
session for older drivers.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

Excursion:
Worm farms and gabion walls

Thursday

Wendy Selby
25 March, 10:00-12:00, one session
An excursion to Wendy Selby's property where
we will look at two very different aspects of
home gardening / landscaping. Learn how easy
it is to create gabion walls, fences, steps and
seats etc in any shape or size without being a
landscape gardener. In addition, admire the

Keith Corbett
1 April, 10:00-12:00, one session
A rare opportunity to examine the rocks and
history of the foreshore area of Fossil Bluff and
the Wynyard Tillite with one of Tasmania’s most
distinguished geologists.
Capped: Maximum 30
Fossil Bluff

Excursion: Fossil Bluff rediscovered

Tuesday

A sedimental journey (rpt)
Jo Crothers
6 April, 10:00-1:00, one session
A journey of 10 million years, from the turbulent
start, to the placid end of Wynyard’s tidewater
glacier, with a brief, fiery interlude along the
way.
Capped: max 1
Wynyard Showground
Reception Centre and Doctors Rocks
Wednesday

Serendipity:
North West Community Legal Centre
NWCLC team
7 April, 10:00-12:00, one session
Following their informative Wills and Estate
planning session in October, this time the
NWLC team will cover Powers of Attorney,
Guardianships, Advance Care Directives and
Family Violence, including a discussion
surrounding family violence legislation, its
impact and general information regarding bail,
police, and court processes.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

A Stroll down some of poetry’s
byways
John Lamb
7 April, 2:00-4:00, one session
We will look at some less well-known poems,
which may surprise us by opening a door on
history, and which may show us a little of how
poetry works.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Thursday

Film Apprecia�on 3

Janet Boland
Manhunt
8 April, 2:00 -4:30, one session
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre
Wednesday

Serendipity:
Searching for ET
David Wookey
14 April, 10:00-12:00, one session

Humanity has long been fascinated with the
idea that Earth may not be the lone abode of
life in the universe. Since the early 19th century,
ingenious ideas have been proposed to
communicate with Martians. Our contemporary
technology has the potential to find evidence of
extra-terrestrial lifeforms from microbes to
advanced scientific civilisations. There is the
intriguing theory that we are ET and had our
genesis as Martians.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

Your technology questions answered
Roger Badcock
14 April, 2:00-4:00, one session
What is 5G technology and what can it do for
you? How can you make using the internet as
secure as possible? Roger will discuss and
answer questions on both hardware and
software. Ask your questions on the day or, for
more complex topics, send your question in
some time before the session.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Thursday

Excursion:
Forico Nursery
Andrew Moore
15 April, 10.00-11.30, one session
Learn about one of Australia’s most
sophisticated containerised forest nurseries.
The nursery has the capacity to produce 18
million seedlings annually and grows
commercial and native seedlings for internal
use and external clients in Tasmania and South
East Mainland Australia. High vis vest or top
and covered in shoes required.
Capped: Maximum 20
Forico Nursery
20 McKays Rd, Somerset

Armchair Travel:
Cruising with the stars
Alan Wright
15 April, 2:00-4:00, one session
Probably many of our U3A members have
enjoyed ocean cruises in the past. And cruise
ships have certainly been very much in the
news this last year – although for all the wrong
reasons! But there is a very different side to
cruising which Alan has been fortunate to have

seen (and survived!) over the last 10 years in
his role as an astronomical “Guest Speaker”.
His experiences have been fascinating, eyeopening and often very humorous as he has
discovered what goes on “behind the scenes”
that the passengers never get to know about –
or even suspect. And he would like to tell you all
about it in this light-hearted, but informative and
intriguing talk.

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Wednesday

Serendipity: Native orchids of NW
Tasmania
Ian Ferris
21 April, 10:00-12:00, one session
A repeat presentation, with modifications and
updating. We will look at the range of native
orchids found in this region, with pretty
pictures, but also some technical stuff on what
makes orchids different, how they propagate,
where to find them in the wild, and why they
are so varied.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

Electric car walk-around and Q and A
session
Grant Vowles
21 April, 2:00-4:00, one session
You are interested in getting an electric car and
you have questions?
Well, we might be able to give you some
answers!Have a look at some features of a
contemporary electric vehicle and discuss the
ins and outs of getting one, owning one,
feeding one from solar and using one in
conjunction with solar batteries.
Capped: Maximum 20
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Thursday

Excursion: Ransley veteran car
collection
John Looker
22 April, 10.00-12.00, one session
A guided tour covering the social and
engineering history of the restored vehicles, all
manufactured before 1919. Take this
opportunity to view these unique vehicles which

have attracted the attention of visitors from
around the world. And it is here in our town.
The entry fee to the museum is waived for this
excursion.
Capped: Maximum 15
Wonders of Wynyard

Film Appreciation 4

Janet Boland
Members’ Choice
Here is an opportunity to choose a film you
would like to watch and discuss with others.
Look for more details in upcoming Weekly
Reminders.
22 April, 2:00 -4:30, one session
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Wednesday

Serendipity: Four amazing men
Mervyn Mitchell
28 April, 10:00-12:00, one session
We will examine the lives, times, discoveries
and impacts of four giants of science: John
Dalton (England), Ernest Rutherford (New
Zealand), Neils Bohr (Denmark) and Werner
Heisenberg (Germany) – not exactly household
names, but utterly fascinating men in their own
right, who dramatically changed the way in
which we view and manipulate the universe we
inhabit.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

Working with analytical X-rays
Alan Gregory
28 April, 2:00-4:00, one session
What analytical X-rays do, and how they do it.
Participants will enjoy hearing the amusing tale
of how Alan got into this relatively rare field.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Thursday

Natural resource management: what
is it, what does it have to do with me?
Hannah Sadler
29 April, 10: -12:00, one session
Cradle Coast Authority is the regional natural
resource management body for north-west
Tasmania, partnering with government,
industry, private enterprise, Aboriginal and

community groups to improve the management
of our region’s resources. Find out about what
the organisation does and some of the projects
currently underway locally including protecting
Giant Freshwater Crayfish, tracking domestic
cats, protecting threatened birds and educating
the community about natural values. Hannah
will answer questions on issues concerning us.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

risk of developing dementia and how we can
manage risk-related behaviours and build
resilience to dementia. This presentation will
provide an overview of what dementia is and
an update on the ISLAND Project - what we
have discovered over the past 18 months and
what we are planning for our participants in the
future.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

Armchair Travel: Venice

Thursday

Heather Ebbott
29 April, 2:00-4:00, one session
This time I am in Venice which has to be seen
to be believed. Truly a unique city risen since
421AD on low-lying islands amongst tidal
waters, regularly subject to floods, where all the
superlatives seem justified. It is a place where
centuries of history and culture, wealth and
war have left their mark.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Wednesday

Serendipity: Fabulous fungi
Ian Ferris
5 May, 10:00-12:00, one session
A repeat presentation, by request, updated and
modified. The world's ecology would not
operate, and we would all die, without the work
of the fungi. They are not plants, but another
form of life. With lots of pictures showing the
range and variability of species just in NW
Tasmania, we examine whether these beings
are more numerous, more resilient, and
perhaps even smarter than we think they are.
After all, they can talk to the trees, and we
can't.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

The ISLAND Project — how you might
be able to modify your risk of
dementia
Justine Keay, Project Officer, The ISLAND
Project, University of Tasmania
5 May, 2:00-4:00, one session
Did you know that dementia may be
preventable? The ISLAND Project (Island
Study Linking Ageing and Neurodegenerative
Disease) will be the largest dementia
prevention study in the world; incorporating a
range of studies to understand who is most at

Bike maintenance and care
Richard Muir Wilson
6 May, 10:00-12:00, one session
This practical session will cover the basics,
including repairing punctures or replacing an
inner tube while away from home. Learn how to
choose the right bike, set up your bike for
ergonomic comfort, check for safety before
riding and what handy tools and accessories
you might need. Favourite rides along the
North West Coast will be discussed.
If you would like to bring your own bike and try
your hand at maintenance, a variety of tools
and pumps will be provided on the day.
Capped: Maximum 12
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Film Appreciation 5
Janet Boland
The Greatest Showman
6 May, 2:00 -4:30, one session
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Monday

My great, great grandfather was a
convict
Leanne Topfer
10 May, 10:00-12:00, one session
After over 35 years of working as a lawyer in
private practice, previous President of the Law
Society of Tasmania and recipient of the 2017
Law Society Lawyer of the Year, Leanne Topfer
was appointed a Magistrate on the NW coast in
April 2019.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Wednesday

Serendipity:
The fine art of creating excellence

Alan Wright
12 May, 10:00-12:00, one session
What are “The Arts”? Most people know that
they encompass such varied topics as Acting,
Cooking, Writing, Painting, Ballet, Poetry and
Music and are important and enriching fields of
human creativity. But what people may not
know is that they are linked by a remarkable
underlying unity in which exactly the same
ideas and principles are used to achieve
creative excellence in them all. This unusual
and wide-ranging talk is for anybody who likes
to think very “globally” and “outside the box”
about how things really work. But there will be
no “airy-fairy” theoretical speculations: Alan will
take a very down-to-earth approach, using
concrete examples and practical
demonstrations to convince you of this amazing
concept of the underlying unity of all the Arts.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

My Journey with Penguins; a guide
Barbara Hoyt
12 May, 2:00-4:00, one session
What do you know about our local penguin
colony? Barbara will introduce us to the lives of
penguins: their personalities, unique habits,
and behaviours. We’ll also learn why she
became a penguin guide, the history of the NW
in regard to this activity and ways we can all
make a difference to the lives of penguins.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Thursday

Excursion: Tasmanian Advanced
Minerals factory tour
TAM personnel
13 May, 10.00-12.00, one session
Tasmanian Advanced Minerals extracts raw
materials from three open-cut mines in our
region. They produce high-purity silica flour and
export it to Asia for the manufacture of LCD
glass. On this visit to the TAM factory, you’ll
learn about the mining of silica-rich sand and
its processing at the Wynyard site.
Capped: Maximum 16
TAM, Stennings Rd, Wynyard

Armchair Travel: The great outdoors:
white water rafting in Qld to sea
kayaking in Antarctica
Joan Wylie
13 May, 2:00-4:00, one session
The adventures experienced and lessons
learned over many years, since undertaking an
Outward Bound course in the late 1970’s.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Wednesday

Serendipity: Geomagnetic reversal –
how trustworthy is your compass?
Frank van Kann
19 May, 10:00-12:00, one session
We are all used to the fact that all compasses
point north (at least those of us from the presatnav era). But what if they suddenly started
pointing south? Or worse if they pointed
erratically in any direction? Under these
conditions it’s unlikely that our civilisation could
have evolved as it did. And yet, the geological
record shows clearly that such bizarre
magnetic behaviour occurred many times
during the earth’s history. The mechanisms for
this phenomenon is extraordinarily complicated
but can be grasped in terms of our fundamental
understanding of magnetism, so the session
will start examining that before delving into the
chaotic behaviour of the earth’s magnetic field.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre

Around and around – Tasmania from
the outside looking in
Mervyn Mitchell
19 May, 2:00-4:00, one session
Tasmania then and now. A blend of history (old
boats and sailors and newer ones) to add
interest and insights to places and anchorages
visited in two circumnavigations of Tasmania,
some only accessible from the sea.
Wynyard Showground Reception Centre
Ukulele pop up outdoor jams will continue
when advised by Gill Vowles on
gillvowles@gmail.com
Harmonica jam will continue on Mondays
from 1 pm. Contact Mervyn Mitchell 0400 213
460 for details.

A day in the life of Brian
U3A’s bus trip on the path of Henry Hellyer
After covid scares in early 2020, we were
lucky to be able to enjoy a fabulous day trip
following Henry Hellyer’s path south of Burnie
with Brian Rollins (pictured, below), a
renowned historian, surveyor and Hellyer
devotee.
The only low point of the entire day was the
first few minutes, when we were given a toosmall bus … but some phone calls by
driver Dale sorted the problem; a
bigger bus, and only a few minutes
late heading off.
Brian had sent 16 pages of notes
previously, so we were able to follow
his commentary. We were lucky to
have someone of Brian’s expertise
share his knowledge so freely.
The bus travelled the section of
current road most closely following
Hellyer’s original track around
Havenview and where the well-named
Hellyer Distillery now stands. We
found it difficult to imagine that we
would have been in dense forest with
trees 90 to 100m high. Our first stop
was at the Hampshire Hills settlement
where, according to Brian’s notes, “the
old hawthorn hedge remains today,
along with elm and ash trees . . . the
soil is littered with the detritus of long
forgotten human habitation”.
Several fragments of bottles and
pottery were found, but the general
area had been mostly trashed by
forestry close to the settlement.
The scene having been set, we were
primed for the next stop, which was at
the Wey River. We walked down a
track to the river — and again, from
Brian’s notes — following “the
footsteps of GA Robinson and his
entourage as they traipsed down the
road on 11 August 1820 to meet Mr

Hellyer”. Apart from the historical aspect, this
was a delightful bush track covered with native
violets and greenhood orchids.
Our next stop was the remains of a
shepherd’s hut at Howden, which was shown
on Hellyer’s plan. It was already deserted
when Robinson passed it in 1834, and now all
Turn to next page

Wynyard U3A members view the remains of chimney butts in huts at Howden (above) and
Racecourse.

An ancient cider gum with syrup tapping holes still visible.
From previous page
that remains is the chimney butt. The area is
being restored by Forico as the poa grasslands
it would have been at the time by cool burning.
This made a good lunch stop, and we all
perched on a fallen log. This spot was special
to me as I found a murrnong, or yam daisy; the
first I’ve seen in the wild.
After lunch we drove to a huge grassland
area which had first been seen by Hellyer from
Valentine’s peak on 15 February 1827 and
named Racecourse.
From Brian’s notes: “Situated in a wide
expanse of exposed grassland, it is little
changed since the first European settlement on
late 1828.
It was the site of an extensive sheep shed,
taking the form of a quadrangle 600 feet in
perimeter.” The ground and region were never
suitable for sheep because the native poa
grasses have little nutrition; and the climate is
downright miserable a lot of the time.
In Brian’s notes we read that Robinson
described it as “dreary country” and the name
Racecourse is rather ironic. We walked to the
remains of an old hut, and were pleasantly

distracted by numerous trapdoor spider
burrows and beautiful sky lilies.
Although he spoke mainly about European
settlement, Brian frequently commented on
Aboriginal and white interactions, and took us
to an ancient cider gum which would have been
tapped for its fermentable sweet sap both by
Aboriginal and white people. The tree must
have been several hundred years old, and was
easily as moving as many of the ruins we had
seen. Holes that can be seen either side of the
burn scar are the tapping marks.
Our last stop of the day was at Burghley,
where the remains of a hut have been partially
protected by some posts and were covered in
cinders after an archeological dig in 1988/9.
Some of the original flagstones can still be
seen.
We made our way back to Wynyard after a
marvellous day, and we urged Brian to take us
on another adventure in 2021.
He has agreed to do so, so empty your
calendars for Tuesday March 23rd.
Words and pictures by Rees Campbell,
except the photo of crazy Brian taken by
Col Meyers

By Danny Crothers
The Roman poet, Publius Ovideus Naso,
better known as Ovid, was born in 43 BC.
Experts believe his first publication came
when he was aged 24 – that is, in 19 BC. Yes,
patient vaccine-awaiters, we’re talking Ovid 19!
Another Ovid work, Remedia Amoris, (The
Cure for Love) dates from 2AD. How many
years ago? Exactly 2019.
Here’s a quote from this poem:
Principiis obsta; sero medicina paratur
Cum mala per longas convaluere moras
And here’s the thought-provoking translation
from The Concise Oxford Dictionary of
Quotations:
“Stop it at the start; it’s late for medicine to be
prepared when disease has grown strong
through long delays.”

This from Ovid’s Metamorphoses could apply
to certain leaders, those who heard scientific
advice about Covid-19 but, more from political
opportunism than from ignorance, failed to act
on it:
I see the better way and approve it; I follow
the worse.
Other leaders, half-hearted in their response
to the pandemic, may appreciate another line
from Metamorphoses:
A middle course is the safest for you to take.
It makes me wonder what else Ovid wrote that
could pertain to recent days. Perhaps it’s time I
read his most famous work, Ars Amatoria (The
Art of Love).
Better late than never!

Changes to the website

Thanks to our supporters

We have changed our website a bit, and this
has meant a new enrolment form – but the
process will be almost the same.
Fill the form in on our website. You should
get an emailed confirmation of enrolment
within 48 hours.
Please directly email us on
u3awynyard@gmail.com if you haven't
received a reply by then or for any changes of
enrolment.
On-line enrolments open from 12:01am on
Friday, February 12. Follow the prompts on our
website, www.wynyard.u3anet.org.au
In-person enrolments taken at the Poultry
Clubrooms, Wynyard Showground, on Fridays,
February 12, 19 and 25. Please note that you
must be a financial member to enrol. In-person
enrolments taken at the Poultry Clubrooms,
Wynyard Showground, on Fridays, February
12, 19 and 25. You must be a financial member
to enrol. Individual is $30 per semester or $50
per calendar year. A couple is $50 per
semester or $75 per calendar year. Memberships accepted anytime. Follow the prompts
on our website www.wynyard.u3anet.org.au

U3A Wynyard thanks these individuals
and organisations for their support”
• Hydro Tasmania for its Covid-19
community grants
• Wynyard A&P Society
• Roger and Bev Badcock for ongoing
computer support
• Ricky Burr of RMB Electrical for tag
and test electrical support
• Seamus Campbell of Boldacious
Digital for ongoing website and
communications support
• Libraries Tasmania; Wynyard and
Burnie branches
• Ruth Forrest MLC
• State MPs Shane Broad and Anita
Dow
• Gavin Pearce, Federal MP
• Waratah Wynyard Council for
printing support

