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Descriptions of Classes,  Semester 2, 2021 

Friday 

Book Club # 1 

Anne Hamilton 

3 Sept – 5 Nov, 1:00-3:00, three sessions 

Meets on the first Friday of each month. Members select books to be read; generally fiction, but not always. 

We read one book a month and discuss that book at our monthly meeting. There are currently no vacancies, 

but we encourage expressions of interest, as a vacancy may occur.  

Capped: maximum 12 

Poultry Clubrooms 

Monday 

Exercise especially for Quinquagenarians to Octogenarians 

De Salpietro 

6 Sept; 10:00-12:00, one session 

Learn to exercise safely with a small ball to improve your endurance, strength, balance and mobility. This 

session will provide something for everyone in separate sections, including stretching, balance, yoga, 

aerobics and strength training. Join in some or all of the sections and learn about exercise safety and 

technique as you go. Nothing to bring except your questions. 

Capped: maximum 12 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

 

Cooking foundations for fabulous meals - bread, pasta and sauces 

Antoinette Schrammeyer 

6 Sept – 11 Oct, 2:00-4:00, 3 sessions x 2 hours plus RPT 

Our resident bread guru, Netty, will expand your culinary expertise with 3 cooking sessions: basic breads, 

pasta and sauces, all of which can form the basis of so many meals. 

Capped: maximum 12. 

1/3 Bread Baking: Have you ever considered how versatile a bread dough is? From just a simple basic dough 

you can create a conventional loaf, focaccia, pizza, coffee scrolls, fruit loaf and more. Explore ingredients, 

requirements and methods to be considered in making a good bread. You will be delighted and surprised! 

2/3 Pasta Making: Home-made pasta - to be dreamed about. Learn how to make your own pasta from flour 

and eggs…yes that is all you need. Whether you use a machine - electric or hand turned, or a rolling pin, the 

end result is delicious. A few tricks to be learned and homemade pasta can be on your table. 



2 
 

3/3 Sauces, Salad Dressings and Saucy Bases: Save yourself the hidden cost of containers, water contents 

and basic ingredients and make your own pasta sauce, salad dressings, and the sauce bases such as 

bechamel, and sweet and sour for easy stews and stir fry. The possibility to make so much of this yourself 

will be demonstrated and shared at these fun sessions. Jars and bottles, squeezables, and plastic wrap and 

bags can be a thing of the past with a few basic ingredients and tools you very likely have in the kitchen 

already. Note: One enrolment for all three sessions. 

Capped: maximum 12 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Wednesday 

Create with Collage  

Sally Sadler 

8 Sept – 13 Oct, 10:00-12:00, six sessions  

Collage isn't just the traditional cutting and pasting of newspapers, magazines and books, it's all about letting 

your creativity run riot.  

Over 6-week sessions we will rip, shred, layer, glue, draw on, and paint on paper and then combined with 

old photos, text, fabric and personal memorabilia we will create amazingly beautiful artworks.  

Capped: maximum 15 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

 

Serendipity: You Are Even Weirder Than Everyone Thinks You Are! 

Mervyn Mitchell 

8 Sept, 2:00-4:00, one session  

A light-hearted look as what quantum theory says about the atoms from which you and everything around 

you are built. If this sounds complicated, abstruse or mathematical – it’s not (well, it can be, but not at 

Wynyard U3A). We’ll introduce some fascinating players – Max Planck, Einstein, Neils Bohr, Prince Lois de 

Broglie and Werner Heisenberg – interesting people in their own lives (Bohr was almost jettisoned from the 

bomb bay of a Mosquito bomber while traversing the North Sea in WWII), quite apart from their discoveries. 

I promise no mathematical equations – well, possibly two teeny ones, but nothing remotely intimidating. 

You’ll never look at yourself or your surroundings in the same way again! 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday 

Excursion: Cross Laminated Timber Production 

Host: Michael Lee, Cusp Building Solutions 

9 Sept, 10:00-12:00, one session  



3 
 

Cross laminated timber (CLT) is a relatively new development in the field of timber building. It is formed by 

laying boards on top of each other at 90°, coating them with a layer of adhesive and applying massive 

hydraulic pressure to create large, stiff, stable panels.  

With a global shortage of timber and demand expected to quadruple by 2050 – it is predicted to be the 

future of construction. Traditionally, this type of timber has been made in Europe from softwood such as 

pine. Cross laminated timber, made in Wynyard by Cusp Building Solutions, is the first certified plantation 

hardwood CLT in the world. 

Capped: maximum 20 

Cusp Building Solutions 29-31 Reservoir Drive Wynyard 

Film Appreciation  

Janet Boland 

9 and 23 Sept; 7 and 21 Oct; 4 and 18 November, 2:00 -4:30, six sessions 

Our popular fortnightly film appreciation sessions continue. A chance to watch and discuss a range of film 

genres.  

Film Appreciation 1 Chariots of Fire 

Billed as the "Epic Olympic Story", "Chariots of Fire" portrays the rivalry between two British athletes as they 

prepare for the 1924 Olympic Games. A superb film, enhanced by the music of Vangelis. As the 2020 

Olympics are to be staged soon, the film is a timely reminder of the events of almost a century ago. Rated G, 

Filmed in 1981, 118 minutes. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Monday 

Globalism with Chinese Characteristics? 

Wendy Sullivan 

13 Sept and 20 Sept, 10:00-12:00, two sessions  

In his report to the People’s Congress in 1982 the General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party referred 

to a new directing principle for China – the nation would pursue ‘socialism with Chinese characteristics’.  

China admitted market capitalism into its economy, and opened itself to world trade.  This marked the 

beginning of the most astonishing economic rise in human history – from third world country in 1982 to the 

world’s second largest economy today, expected to become the largest in the 2020s, and sooner rather than 

later. 

 

For nearly three decades the Western powers, buoyed by new confidence after the collapse of the USSR 

viewed the rise of China with some complacency – China had discovered capitalism and was thus bound to 

pursue the course of liberal democracy as its people became more prosperous – just like us.  The emergence 

of Xi Jinping from 2012 has exploded that complacency. Today we look very nervously in China’s direction, 

wondering what China wants and what that might mean for us, and for our children and grandchildren. 

Discussions increasingly include prospects of war.  What went wrong? 
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We need to understand China.  Quite simply, China is not just like us.  This civilization works on fundamentally 

different assumptions, drawn from its own history and traditions, and China today proudly refers to that 

long history, and the survival of the ‘civilization state’ from the traditional founding date, 220BC.  Some of 

these views quite startlingly challenge our own world view – but demand our consideration. 

In the first of these two sessions we will look at these fundamental differences, and the principles of 

governance China derives from its long history.  We will begin a gallop through China’s history which will 

take us into our second session.  Eternally the optimist, I am hoping we will be able to look at some of the 

current issues taking into account the Chinese perspective.  We might even talk (very quietly) about Taiwan.   

AND I am hoping there will be questions along the way, and certainly at the end. 

I am not a professional scholar – simply an ex-high school teacher who has dabbled in Chinese history over 

many years.  I rather imagine no China specialist would even attempt this, but I’ll give it my best shot!  (And 

because Chinese names pose a bit of a problem to most Australians, I’ll keep those to a minimum!) 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Wednesday 

Serendipity: The Noonkanbah Story 

Susan Hartley 

15 Sept, 2:00-4:00, one session  

The late seventies saw the resurgence of the land rights movement in WA, long after the Pilbara strike (begun 

1946) and the granting of land rights to the Gurindji (begun 1966) at Wave Hill station owned by the English 

Vestey Group.  

Noonkanbah was the subject of an infamous land-rights dispute in August 1980 when WA state premier Sir 

Charles Court enforced an oil exploration project under police protection. The traditional owners now 

control around 1800 square kilometres of the land sacred to the Yungngora Community. We shall watch the 

video, On Sacred Ground, and have time for discussion afterwards. What has been the ramifications of 

widespread Aboriginal land rights after the Mabo High court decision and where to now? 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday 

Excursion: A sedimental journey (RPT) 

Jo Crothers 

16 Sept, 10:00-12:30, one session  

A journey of 10 million years, from the turbulent start to the placid end of Wynyard’s tidewater glacier, with 

a brief, fiery interlude along the way. 

Capped: maximum 15  

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre and Doctors Rocks 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yungngora_Community,_Western_Australia
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Armchair Travel: Kimberley Dreaming 

Rees Campbell and Col Meyers 

16 Sept, 2:00-4:00, one session 

Rees and Col travel from Darwin to Broome and up the Dampier peninsula, via Aboriginal outstations to join 

in harvesting wild bush foods on country with the aboriginal traditional owners. The temperatures, 

crocodiles, mosquitoes, multiple stuff-ups, and the people, the country, the geology and bush foods; made 

for exciting times. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

 

Talking the topic - our other book group 

Heather Ebbott 

17 Sept – 19 Nov, 1:00-3:00, three sessions 

Talking the Topic will continue in the chook shed on the 3rd Friday each month from 1pm. 

Participants choose a book based on different topics which leads to lively discussions at each meeting. 

Currently there are no vacancies, but anyone interested can contact me at 0419 815 655.  

Capped: maximum 8 

Poultry Clubrooms 

 

Wednesday 

Serendipity: An introduction to a modern Medical Imaging Department:  

Roger Bodley 

22 Sept, 2:00-4:00, one session  

So, you’ve been told you need a “scan”. We will go through the different types of imaging, including MRI, 

CT, Ultrasound, X-rays and others. Are scans safe? What about medications? 

What specific reasons are there for having one sort of scan over another.  

How modern imaging has made other forms of intervention possible, rather than complicated surgery 

previously considered.  

Of course, there can be no personal advice but, at the end of the session, it should be apparent why “XRay 

Departments” are so critical to modern medicine. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 
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Thursday 

Excursion: Worm farms and gabion walls (RPT) 

Wendy Selby 

23 Sept, 10:00-12:00, one session 

An excursion to Wendy Selby's property where we will look at two very different aspects of home gardening 

/ landscaping. Learn how easy it is to create gabion walls, fences, steps and seats etc in any shape or size 

without being a landscape gardener. In addition, admire the versatility of worm farms, where your kitchen 

scraps are transformed into fertiliser within three weeks. 

Capped: maximum 20 

273 Reservoir Drive, Wynyard 

 

Film Appreciation 2 – RAMS – Australian version 

23 Sept, 2:00 – 4:30, one session 

Two estranged brothers, played by Sam Neill and Michael Caton, are at war over sheep. Flocks of prized 

sheep are raised separately until a lethal sheep disease is diagnosed. The brothers opt for different 

approaches, but can they cooperate to save their flocks and mend their relationship? Rated PG, Filmed in 

2020, 114 minutes. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Monday  

In conversation with Mary Kille: Three Careers. 

Mal Kearney with Mary Kille 

27 Sept; 10:00-12:00, one session 

If you thought the stories in the Doctor-in-the-House series were far-fetched, this interview may change your 

mind! In Conversation with Mal Kearney, Mary Kille will take you on a journey through three medical 

specialities from the 1950s onwards. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Wednesday  

Serendipity: The Women That Changed Our Universe  

Alan Wright 

29 Sept, 2:00-4:00, one session 

The physical sciences are often seen as being dominated by men. But this has never been true of the first — 

and some would say the most important — of all the sciences, Astronomy. Women, too, have played a critical 

research role, which has led to many of astronomy’s greatest discoveries. In this talk, Alan introduces us to 



7 
 

a select group of women who, over the ages, have had enormous influence and truly changed our present 

view of the Universe. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday 

Excursion: Redbank Farm 

Hosts: Michael and Andrew Nichols 

30 Sept, 10:00-12:00, one session 

There is a lot to see at Redbank Farm: pressing award winning canola oil, the wind turbine generating power, 

chickens in their hatchery, the grain facilities, and to top it off, a visit to Hill Farm Preserves where artisan 

condiments and preserves are made from natural ingredients.  

Capped: maximum 25 

Redbank Farm, Broomhall’s Rd, Sisters Hills 

 

Armchair Travel: A young man’s colonial experience in New Guinea  

Ian MacDonald 

30 Sept, 2:00-4:00, one session  

Ian went to PNG as an 18 year old Cadet Patrol Officer (self-described the lowest of the low) in 1964, and 

left as Deputy District Commissioner for Bougainville (North Solomons) in 1980. 

His talk will include some basic geography, climate, language (700 different languages plus dialects) and 

lingua francas, plus some history e.g New Guinea and Papua have different colonial backgrounds and 

Bougainville was swapped for German Samoa in 1899. There will be pictures to illustrate the talk - some are 

late 1800s through to more modern times and a short session on Bougainville Copper, a company that 

produced 186,000 ton of copper, 22000 kg of gold and 42000 kg of silver per annum.  

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Monday 

4 Oct, 10:00-12:00, no morning session 

Tuesday 

Excursion: Savage River Mine 

Hosts: Savage River Mines personnel 

5 Oct, 7.15-5:00, one session 

Join our all-day excursion and learn about the history of the Savage River Iron Ore mine, its operations and 

its future plans. The magnetite iron ore mine is one of Australia's largest integrated iron ore mining and 

pellet production facilities. While the village no longer exists, the mine (Grange Resources) continues to be 

a large employer producing steel making raw materials. A bus will leave the showground at 7.15am sharp, 
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travel via Waratah to Savage River for a 10am start at the mine. Bus fare will be approx.$50 (tbc). Lunch 

and all safety gear will be provided by SRM. 

Capped: maximum 33 

Wednesday 

Serendipity: Small Steps and Giant Leaps  

Alan Wright 

6 Oct, 2:00-4:00, one session 

We humans have been inquisitive, exploring and travelling animals for many thousands of years. But why? 

And what made it possible? In this talk Alan takes us on a fascinating journey of discovery, exploring how 

and why we humans have progressed from pre-historical foot travel, through the inventions of ships, cars, 

trains and planes, and on to space projects which have already taken us to the Moon and planets, and which 

one day soon may carry us to the stars. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday 

Building a church 

Hilary Wright 

7 Oct, 10:00-12:00, one session 

In December 2020, the brick church we know as St Stephens Anglican in Wynyard celebrated 100 years. 

Come and hear what happened both before and after that opening in 1920, what we found and how we 

found it. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

 

Film Appreciation 3 – Members’ Choice 

7 Oct, 2:00 – 4:30, one session 

Do you have a favourite film you would like to share with others? Our Members’ Choice Film Appreciation 

session will give you that opportunity. The process is simple. Email the title of your film of choice, with a few 

words about why you think it will appeal to U3AW members (this is so it can be promoted in the Weekly 

Reminder). All suggestions will be passed on to Janet Boland, who will select the winner. One important 

criterion: you must own, or be able to borrow or rent, the DVD. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 
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Monday 

Time  

Ian Ferris 

11 Oct and 18 Oct, 10:00-12:00, two sessions 

An expanded repeat of the 2020 Zoom session. These 2 talks will examine what time is, what time IT is, how 

we tell what time it is, and how we don't really know what time actually is, or even what time it is! We will 

touch on calendars, clocks, some history, time zones, and many other facets of time, plus a short examination 

of Einstein's Special Theory of Relativity at Kindergarten level. All of this, but only 1 (one)...maybe 

2...mathematical equations – promise. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Wednesday 

Serendipity: Fake News 

Mal Kearney 

13 Oct, 2:00-4:00, one session 

“The first casualty of war is truth,” is a point of view ascribed in ancient Greece to Aeschylus and to many, 

many politicians, since. But “fake news”, as it is now described, is both rampant and dangerous in these 

times of pandemics and polarized politics. How can you detect it? How can you guard against it? And what 

can you do to stop it? The nature of fake news, its scale and manifestations, and the strategies to guard 

against it are explored in this most contemporary topic. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday 

Excursion: Tasmanian Advanced Minerals factory tour  

Hosts: TAM personnel 

14 Oct, 10:00-12:00, one session 

Tasmanian Advanced Minerals extracts raw materials from three open-cut mines in our region. They produce 

high-purity silica flour and export it to Asia for the manufacture of LCD glass. On this visit to the TAM factory, 

you’ll learn about the mining of silica-rich sand and its processing at the Wynyard site. 

Capped: maximum 14 

TAM, 19 Stennings Rd Wynyard 
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Armchair Travel: The West Coast - my first look. 

Frank Croucher 

14 Oct, 2:00-4:00, one session 

Just had to grab this opportunity to see some of the West Coast - a trip spread over two days. From Wynyard 

to Tullah for morning tea, then on to Queenstown for lunch. Then a guided tour of Queenstown and a tour 

of Special Timbers Sawmill. Overnight at Silver Hills Motel, then it was onto the train from Queenstown to 

Dubbil Barril and return, taking in the spectacular gorge scenery before climbing aboard our coach for the 

journey home. A beaut couple of days. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Monday  

Build a memory library 

Rees Campbell 

18 Oct – 22 Nov, 2:00-4:00, six sessions   

We all know our memories are precious, but that we are likely to lose some as we get older. Triggers, or 

prompts such as photos, old certificates, letters, newspaper clippings and songs can keep memories alive.  

Build a library of your (or someone else’s) memory triggers. This can be electronic, a book, a box of cards, a 

collage…your imagination is the limiter. We will have access to a whizz bang scanner/printer/photocopier - 

and training on how to use it - thanks to the Hydro grant.  

Can you imagine how welcome a conversation between strangers could become, perhaps in a nursing 

home… when our memory libraries are available. 

Capped: maximum 20 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

 

Wednesday 

The history of mathematics and modern implications 

Bruce Cumming 

20 and 27 Oct, 10:00-12:00, two sessions 

From mathematics in our earliest recorded civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt and Greece; through to the 

Romans and Arabs, Bruce traces the development of elementary arithmetic into Europe. In session 2, 

fascinating mathematicians from Galileo to Leibnitz are explored, as are the histories of pi, calculators, the 

development of the calendar and our metric system.  

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 
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Serendipity: Tracking changing atmospheric composition 

Sam Cleland 

20 Oct, 2:00-4:00, one session 

Sam will explain how the Bureau of Meteorology at Kennaook / Cape Grim measure the composition of some 
of the cleanest air in the world. How do they go about counting particles that are two orders of magnitude 
smaller than the wavelength of light? How about measuring the (almost) impossibly tiny concentration of 
the inert but radioactive gas Radon or the isotope of carbon which is used in carbon dating? Why bother? 
Sam will explain some of the marvels of technology and ingenuity that allow long-term monitoring, tracking 
the changing atmospheric composition that is driving climate change, and stratospheric ozone depletion. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday 

All you ever wanted to know about Tasmanian snakes 

Scott Smith and Kate Downing 

21 Oct, 10:00-12:00, one session 

Scott from North West Snake Catchers will be discussing the snakes of Tasmania, their importance to the 

environment, their life cycle and biology; and how to treat snake bite. Scott and Kate are called out about 

250 times a year along the northwest coast to rescue snakes and will bring a big shiny friend along to 

demonstrate how they handle snakes.  

Film Appreciation 4: A Beautiful Mind 

21 Oct, 2:00–4:30, one session 

Starring Russell Crowe as a brilliant mathematician. He becomes entangled in a mysterious conspiracy, whilst 

being acclaimed internationally. A powerful story of courage, passion and triumph, his devoted wife, played 

by Jennifer Connelly, supports him through the pressures of his work and life. Rated M, Filmed in 2002, 130 

minutes. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Monday 

Sounds Global Music Morning  

Amanda Webster   

25 Oct, 10:00-12:00, one session 

Join Sounds Global for a morning of entertainment and music making. Sounds Global is a local ensemble who 

play exciting traditional music from all over the world. Listen to their delightfully unique sound, which 

includes harp, marimba, melodica, bazouki, guitar, ukulele and percussion. There’ll be plenty of opportunity 

for you to join the ensemble in some specially arranged pieces, so bring your ukulele, harmonica or guitar 

along. If you don’t have an instrument, they’ll be bringing 3 marimbas and a swag of percussion instruments! 

Of course, you don’t have to play an instrument at all...maybe you would prefer to dance or just sit and enjoy 

it!  
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Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Wednesday 

Serendipity Carnivorous Plants of NW Tasmania 

Ian Ferris 

27 Oct, 2:00-4:00, one session 

Flesh eating plants abound, and Tasmania is known for its carnivorous plants. Although small, they are 

numerous and attractive, but can be quite dangerous for many small insects. We will look at all the local 

species and see how they capture and devour their prey. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday  

Excursion: Remnant Vegetation of Wynyard - another botanical walk 

Jim McLeod 

28 Oct, 10:00-12:00, one session 

A guided exploration of the pockets of natural vegetation still left in Wynyard. We’ll discuss how the 

component plants interact, what used to be here and the history of its change. Jim McLeod is a well-known 

nurseryman, who specialises in our native plants. Jim has a lifetime of experience and passion in identifying 

and growing native plants; and a walk with him will show you plants you never knew existed in Wynyard. 

Capped: maximum 15 

Meeting place to be advised. 

 

Armchair Travel: Ireland and Our Heritage 

Danny and Jo Crothers 

28 Oct, 2:00-4:00, one session  

Finding our family connections in Ireland, with stories of the young women from the workhouses of Clare 

and Cork, of the rebellious blacksmith of Tipperary, of the famine refugees from Tyrone, and how the 

trooper’s son came to marry the burglar’s daughter. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Monday 

Excursion: Remnant Vegetation of Wynyard - another botanical walk (RPT) 

Jim McLeod 

1 Nov, 10:00-12:00, one session 

A guided exploration of the pockets of natural vegetation still left in Wynyard. We’ll discuss how the 

component plants interact, what used to be here and the history of its change. Jim McLeod is a well-known 
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nurseryman, who specialises in our native plants. Jim has a lifetime of experience and passion in identifying 

and growing native plants; and a walk with him will show you plants you never knew existed in Wynyard. 

Capped: maximum 15 

Meeting place to be advised. 

Wednesday 

Yet More Joy, More Jazz: Pianists and Singers 

Jeremy Cleverley 

3 Nov, 10:00-12:00, one session 

A third exploration of this exciting musical form. This time a closer look at two of the important individual 

components in Jazz; the Piano and the Singer. 

From its conception in the late 1890’s, right up to the latest styles in Jazz today, both the vocalist and the 

piano player were very important in Jazz. 

There will be some interesting stories, some remarkable visuals, and of course some stimulating music. Also, 

once more, the ever-popular People’s Choice vote. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

 

Serendipity: Forest Defenders 

Cabe McKenzie 

3 Nov 2:00-4:00, one session  

First, a screening of the documentary, Forest Defenders: The fight to protect Tasmania’s native forests. This 

will be followed by a brief talk about the current state of affairs in regards to the campaign to end native 

forest logging in Tasmania and halt destructive mining practices, particularly in Takayna/Tarkine.  

Presented by Cabe who has been involved in direct action in the Tarkine, and the Lapoinya and Oldina 

Forests. He has a deep interest in the health and growth of local communities and eco systems (and may 

have grown the vegetables you've eaten in a Live Well vegetable box). Moo (co speaker) volunteers full time, 

as an activist and ambassador for Tasmania's forests. She works with both the Bob Brown Foundations and 

GRANT (Grassroots Actions Network Tasmania). She is an experienced front line activist, facilitator of NVDA 

(Non violent direct action) Training, and is also involved in other behind the scenes work such as banner 

making and media. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 
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Thursday 

Strut your stuff 

Annie Heyes and Gerri Lyall 

4 Nov- 25 Nov, 10.00-12.00, four sessions 

We might never write a best-selling novel, block-buster play, or appear on Australia’s Got Talent, but we 

each have our own talent. This is your opportunity to let your light shine in a risk-free environment with a 

sympathetic audience; guaranteed no insults or tomatoes thrown.  

Recite a poem or prose (your own or someone else’s), sing, dance, play an instrument. Perform a pre-scripted 

short skit; display and describe a work of art or craft, painting, photography, pottery, woodwork, 

needlework, cookery--- anything goes. You’ll have 3 minutes in which to strut your stuff.  

Rules: Applaud everything; relax; have a laugh and a rollicking good time. 

Capped: maximum 20 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

 

Film Appreciation 5: Good Will Hunting 

4 Nov, 2:00–4:30, one session 

Will Hunting, Matt Damon, has a typical early life, working menial jobs like his peer group. However, he 

displays an amazing memory and abilities to solve mathematical problems. 

He faces an emotional crisis and has help from a psychiatrist, Robin Williams, to deal with the resulting 

difficulties. Rated M, Filmed in 1998, 127 minutes. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Monday 

Ecology and Geology of Postmans Track (near Sisters Beach) 

Ian Ferris and Philip Milner  

8 Nov; 8.30-12:30, one session  

A 3.5km return stroll through a changing landscape typical of coastal Tasmanian heath and woodland but 

with lesser-known species. Who knows what we will find, although the 2 Guides will have some idea! 

Participants must be reasonably fit and agile!! Walking boots required. Guides: Ian Ferris (Ecology and 

Geology) and Philip Milner (Botany and Birds). An estimated 4 hour walk but participants can leave the walk 

at any time. 

Capped: maximum 15 

From the Bass Hwy turnoff, stay on the main road to Sisters Beach. Meet at 8:30 at the Track Start, on the 

right, 5.46km from the Bass Hwy on Sisters Beach Rd. Limited parking, no facilities of any kind.  
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Wednesday 

Even more of Shakespeare’s hidden gems 

Danny Crothers 

10 and 17 Nov, 10:00 -12, two sessions 

Another look at the gems to be found in Shakespeare’s less popular plays, specifically Cymbeline and Pericles. 

There will be more aphorisms you may care to drop into your daily conversation and plenty of digressions 

about the man and his times. Those who missed previous sessions will have no trouble picking up the 

threads. And was Henry V a war criminal? And why did Shakespeare make Shylock hate music? 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

 

Serendipity: Porridge, potatoes, and a spoonful of medicine: a Highland genealogy 

Mary Kille 

10 Nov, 2:00-4:00, one session 

If you came to her session In Conversation with Mal Kearney, you will already know Mary Kille’s medical 

background. This presentation covers even more ancient history. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday 

Armchair Travel: Exploring ancient South Australian landscapes 

Jo Crothers 

11 Nov, 2:00-4:00, one session 

Much of South Australia is flat, dry and yes, monotonous. But from Wilpena Pound in the Flinders Ranges to 

Cape Borda at the tip of Kangaroo Island, extraordinarily diverse beauty abounds. And, of course, I will be 

revealing some fascinating geological features and facts– including the direct connection between South 

Australia and Wynyard. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Monday 

A Case for Evidence Based History 

Iain McFarlane 

15 and 22 Nov, 10:00-12:00, two sessions 

It has become a sorry state of affairs when one has to argue for such an apparently self evident proposition 

as that put forward in the title of the talk. Surely evidence is an essential component of any Historically based 

argument. However, in recent times the discipline of History has become weaponised, as the past or as is 

more often the case, a fabricated past, is used to justify contemporary social and political agendas. Both 
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weeks will provide detailed examples of this practice drawn mainly from recent Tasmanian experiences that 

should be familiar to most people. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Wednesday  

Serendipity: Tassie Towns 

Gill Vowles 

17 Nov, 2:00-4:00, one session  

Gill is the author of a 100-part newspaper series, Tassie Towns. Join her as she shares the stories - past and 

present - of the fascinating towns in our municipality. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday 

Film Appreciation 5: Walk the Line 

18 Nov, 2:00–4:30, one session 

Johnny Cash - singer, rebel, outlaw and hero - known as the "Man in Black" - revolutionised music and is 

remembered as an American icon. This film traces his early life, family relationships, his risky behaviour, and 

eventual devotion to the love of his life. Joachim Phoenix plays Cash and Reese Witherspoon plays June 

Carter, both of whom received accolades for their performances. Rated M, Filmed in 2006, 130 minutes. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Wednesday 

The History of Persia 

Phil Thom 

24 Nov, 10:00-12:00, one session  

From ancient Babylon to the golden age of Islam to 17th century Isfahan, a fully illustrated look at one of the 

very largest civilisations the world has ever seen. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

 

Serendipity: Finding Mawson’s air-tractor in Antarctica 

Chris Henderson 

24 Nov, 2:00-4:00, one session  

The late 1800's and early 1900's were the great age of exploration when nations pushed the boundaries of 

the known world into Antarctica. Most were looking for glory, but Douglas Mawson wasn't. A scientist, he 

aimed to understand the behaviour of the South Magnetic pole which was known to drift. 1911 was the 

dawn of the age of powered flight and Mawson chose to take a Vickers plane for publicity and survey. It 
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didn't work, and was abandoned by him in 1913 and finally lost in 1976. This is the story of the methods used 

to locate its remains after 3 visits to Cape Denison, the 'Home of the Blizzard'. 

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre 

Thursday 

Armchair Travel: Memoirs of an Ocean Sailor 

Peter Keating 

25 Nov, 2:00-4:00, one session 

Peter Keating is one of the few Tasmanian sailors who has owned 5 yachts and has sailed over 150,000 ocean 

miles. One of them was the Tallship Sundancer which he put around the world three times. 

In his first session he talks about cruising as a lifestyle and highlights of the many adventures he had onboard 

Sundancer, undertaking 33 expeditions between 1984 and 1995 with up to a dozen international crew at a 

time - diving, sailing and exploring many of the fabulous places around the globe. In an intriguing 

development  Peter entered into an arrangement with the mafia of Malta who wanted to buy the yacht but 

weren’t keen on parting with their money. Fortunately he managed to outsmart them, returning to Australia 

with the proceeds with which he built a stone castle in Brogo NSW. 

The second half of his talk is about returning to the ocean in 2007, buying a small 34 ft Hunter yacht on the 

east coast of the USA and attempting to sail single handed across the Atlantic. It all started well till hurricane 

Barry almost destroyed the boat, wiping out all his navigation gear and self steering. He eventually took 47 

days to cross from Norfolk VA to Lisbon in Portugal via the Azores.  

He talks about getting ready to die, of meeting Sam the ghost and the characters from past voyages who 

kept him company through the long cold nights. 

He released his book, Sailing on the Edge in June 2021 and talks about why he returned to live in Wynyard. 


