Two Keep Australia Beautiful
Tasmanian (KABTas) state
judges, Cynthia Maxwell-Smith
and Lona Turvey, visited
Wynyard recently for the statewide Sustainable Communities
Tidy Towns Program.
While here, mention was
made of U3A Wynyard, which
prompted further investigation.
KABTas takes up the story:
“We were only in Wynyard for
a few hours and did not have
the opportunity to personally
visit everyone credited for
making significant
contributions to the social,
environmental, cultural
success and growth of
Wynyard.
“After visiting Wynyard, I did
some further research into
U3AW and was very
impressed by all you do.
“Subsequently we thought it
fitting to award U3AW with a
Certificate of Recognition.
“Our awards program seeks
to recognise the often unsung
heroes and organisations who
do so much to help the natural
environment and enrich the
lives of people in their
communities.”

U3AW secretary Jo Crothers
and president Rees Campbell
with the KABTas certificate.
The certificate was passed on
by Waratah-Wynyard Council
following the awards ceremony.
Wynyard got a gong, too, with
the Award for Most Sustainable
Community in Tasmania in the
Population Category 5,000 to
15,000.
King Island was the overall
winner.

Wynyard Showground Reception Centre,
Jackson Street, Wynyard, TAS 7325
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Difficult decision; when to start our year?
A summer break is wonderful, but like all
breaks away, it often makes one even keener
for the return to a “normal” existence.
And “normal” for all of us means having our
lives enriched by scintillating U3A sessions
… often the problem is too many good things
to go to rather than nothing of interest.
We have gained a reputation throughout
Tasmania, and even wider afield, for having a
brilliant U3A program.
This is a great source of pride and delight
for us all.
However, our demographic is made up of
older folk, some definitely OLD, and many
decidedly vulnerable to health scares.
So, with omicron playing vigilante around
our community, we debated for some time
when we could safely return to face to face
sessions.
Unfortunately, as the table below shows, the
risk once we are in the hall for an extended
time becomes unacceptable.
The only real way of mitigating the risk is to
have no tea break, and no questions.
How boring would that be?
Thank you to the many people who have let
us know they understood the decision to
delay the start of the semester.
We will have strict covid protocols in place
for when we do recommence, and thank you
for your compliance and co-operation in
advance.
Rees Campbell

Thanks to supporters
U3A Wynyard gives much back to the
Waratah-Wynyard community, but we
couldn’t do it without the help of others.
We greatly appreciate the support given
by the these individuals and organisations.
►The Waratah-Wynyard Council for
generously printing our newsletters
►Ruth Forrest MLC for publicity and
photocopying support
►Libraries Tasmania Wynyard for
ongoing support in many ways
►The Wynyard Show Society for their
flexibility and responsiveness
►Roger and Bev Badcock for ongoing
help with all computer matters
►Fay Hulme for the photographs that
enhance our website
►Richard Muir Wilson for his practical
support and constant advocacy of U3AW.

On-line enrolments open from
12:01am Friday, March 18. Follow the
prompts on our website
www.wynyard.u3anet.org.au
In person enrolments taken at the
Reception Hall, Wynyard
Showground, on Fridays, March 18
and 25 and April 1 and 8 between 2
and 4pm.
Please note: you must be a financial
member to enrol. Memberships
accepted anytime – follow the
prompts on our website
www.wynyard.u3anet.org.au

Committee contacts
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Rees Campbell
Jo Crothers
Anne Hamilton
Cheryl Lehtinen
Genevieve Morris
Julia Neilson

0409 006 170
0458 774 179
0423 926 392
0456 920 599
0408 368 295
0400 140 084

Annie Hayes
Mal Kearney

0412 054 030
0421 665 400

Our oldest ‘hoon’
Jean Robertson, pictured, the oldest
member of U3A Wynyard, celebrated her
100th birthday on the 16 February 2022.
Jean has been a lifelong learner.
When young, in the Western district of
Victoria, Jean had to learn to ride a horse so
she could go to the local school, seven miles
from her home.
She met this challenge and attended a small
country school where all the children, from
first to eighth grade, were in one big room.
Jean’s proficient and
inspiring teacher would put
something on a large shelf
in the classroom to indicate
a place she had visited
during her holidays.
Jean remembers a statue
of David on the shelf and
recalls that many years later
she herself went to Florence
and stood in front of the real
statue and “bawled my eyes
out at the memory of it all.”
As the eldest of seven
children, Jean left school
early to help her mother
when the family’s youngest
child was born. As well as
helping at home and in the
Post Office branch run by the
family, Jean would collect
and deliver telegrams and
was paid a penny or a
halfpenny for this task.
She started nursing at the
Fairfield Infectious Disease
Hospital when she was 18 but, unfortunately,
developed rheumatic fever and a heart
condition which prevented her from
continuing in the job she loved.
In 1939, with the onset of war, she joined
the RAAF, but didn’t disclose her heart
condition.
At the time, the Ascot Racecourse had been
converted into hospital wards and Jean
worked there for three years before she once
again contracted rheumatic fever and was
discharged.

After the war, Jean re-trained as a secretary
and secured a position with a RAAF
Commanding Officer at Point Cook. It was
there she met her husband, William Scott
(Robbie) Robertson.
Jean and Robbie were married in 1949 and
spent their honeymoon in Tasmania. They
had three children and lived in Queensland,
the Northern Territory and Western Australia.
When the children were at primary school,
Jean worked part time in a pharmacy and as
a geriatric nurse.
She also attended evening
classes to study modelling
and posture. This led to an
offer from her teacher for
Jean to model boutique
garments – clothes, Jean
says, “I never dreamt of
putting on.”
Jean’s curiosity, sense of
community and love of
learning haven’t diminished.
On her retirement in 1985,
she joined a School for
Seniors in Perth, WA, and
learned pastel and water
colour painting and pottery.
She volunteered at the
Quadriplegic Centre to help
with pottery classes, and she
played cards with
quadriplegics for 31 years.
Jean has thoroughly
enjoyed her involvement
with U3AW. She expresses
her gratitude for the
experiences offered her and the opportunities
she has had to learn about the region and
from people who are willing to share their
talents and stories.
She is a tenaciously independent woman
who did not let reduced mobility get in the
way of her desire to continue learning. She
was a licensed driver until she was 98.
Not to be deterred, she then took to the
streets in a motorized scooter and is now
affectionately identified by U3AW friends as
the oldest hoon in Wynyard.
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Window on Wynyard’s world

An excursion on the Postman’s Track at Circular
Head, above, and to a chicken hatchery with
U3AW secretary Jo Crothers.
A desire to know more about WaratahWynyard’s business, industry, and natural
history is at the heart of U3A Wynyard’s
excursions. Over the past five years, more
than 300 U3AW members have visited local
enterprises, farms and factories.
Before participating in the U3AW
excursions, most members didn’t know that:
►Phone and television screens are made in
East Asia from high purity silica flour
produced at the Tasmanian Advanced
Minerals factory in Stennings Road.
►Deadly blue-ringed octopus lurk in the
tranquil rockpools of Fossil Bluff.
►The first company in the world to make
cross-laminated timber products from
plantation hardwoods is located in Wynyard.
►Wynyard’s ancient glacial sediments are
internationally significant because they are
the last evidence in the world of sediments
left from a 300-million-year-old ice age.
►Innovative and resource efficient
agricultural techniques have been developed
at Redbank Farm at Sisters Creek and were
nationally recognised with the prestigious
2021 Australian Government Innovation in
Agriculture Award.
►Tiny pockets of rare and critically
endangered Tasmanian heathlands can still
be found on the outskirts of the Wynyard
CBD.
►High-quality stainless steel mechanical
equipment is designed and custom-made at
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the SED Manufacturing Services site at west
Wynyard and exported to all Australian states
and many parts of the world.
►The pipeline transporting the pelletised ore
from Savage River to Port Latta took 15
months to complete. At 85 km, it was the
longest in the southern hemisphere and the
world’s first long distance iron ore slurry
pipeline.
►Flowerdale Flowers is one of the top three
flower producers in Australia. About 4 million
lily bulbs are transported each year from
Flowerdale to wholesale markets in all the
capital cities of Australia and other regional
hubs.
►The Forico Nursery at Somerset is one of
Australia’s most sophisticated containerised
nurseries in Australia.
►Murnong Wild Food Garden in suburban
Wynyard, has over 110 species of edible,
insect and bird attracting native Tasmanian
plants, with over 300 specimens.
►A Flowerdale dairy farm was one of the first
in Tasmania to construct a robotic dairy. The
cows enter the dairy of their own accord and
milk themselves over the 24 hours of a day.
This is a sample of the rich diversity of
business, industry and natural history we
have discovered from our excursions.
As a result, “I didn’t know that” is heard less
often at U3A Wynyard.
Jo Crothers

As the most fun learning situations do… the
Build Your Memory Library sessions run last
year have had some fascinating spin-offs.
The music influence has inspired Margaret
Cartwright to research, learn and play a song
for each year of her life, which, complete with
old photos and videos, will be recorded and
uploaded to her YouTube music channel at
margaret's ukulele minutes — YouTube
“Of course I neglected to calculate at the
outset that if I managed one per month it
would take seven years to catch up with
myself,” she said.
“However, I enjoy the process that has also
triggered a lot of memories for me.”
Thinking of how these old songs brought
back happy memories for Margaret made her
consider sharing them with other U3A
members.
Of course, most of us are in the same
vintage. Many of the recordings will feature
collaborations with other U3AW musicians.

Margaret Cartwright with her ukulele — the
means of her musical journey through time,
and, below left, a timeline by Col Meyers,
marking important dates and eras with the
tunes most relevant at the time.
Here are the links to 1944 https://
youtu.be/KVhDYKyEkjg “As Time
Goes By” and 1945 “A
Sentimental Journey” https://
youtu.be/VyawZvDCn7Y
We will provide links in the
Weekly Reminders to her other
videos as they are produced.
Col Meyers made a photo album
and added a life line where he
marked certain songs (in speech
bubbles) which were significant
and memorable for that time in his
life.
I wonder whether there will be
any overlaps of Margaret’s and
Col’s music choices?
Anne Hamilton created a playlist
– assuming anyone younger than
her would be able to simply search
out and play the music on any
electronic device.
Allison Davies, a mesmerisingly
passionate neuroscientist/music
therapist, who did one session in
the memory series, will present a
Serendipity session on May 4
about what music can do for and in
the brain.
Rees Campbell
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Experience quietly shared
Bob Segrave did not exactly burst on to the
U3A scene when he first turned up to a
photography course. But to engage this softly
spoken man in conversation was to soon
realise his wealth of life experience and, in
his pictures, his talent — one of many.
Not a well 86-year-old in the time U3A
members knew him, he would nevertheless
park his campervan — combined home and
transport — a kilometre or two away from the
showground and walk to his chosen session
in “order to keep the joints moving”.
His campervan was his magic carpet to all
corners of the country in his retirement years.
It was my pleasure and privilege to interview
Bob last year in U3A’s In Conversation With .
. . the first of what is now an established
series. There is no doubt he was an
inspiration for others to follow in these
sessions.
Getting to know Bob in preparation for that
interview was to firstly sort through the
complex chain of vocations he had; journalist,
public relations officer, disabilities service
manager and restaurateur, to name only the
most significant.
While living in Melbourne, he became a
member of a male choir called Gorani that
specialised in Georgian folk songs which led
to a couple of singing tours to Eastern
Europe.
Interviewing Bob was also the chance to
understand something of the man’s
compelling philosophy of life and to learn of

Bob Segrave during In Conversation With . . .
Session at U3A last year.
his attitude to the sentence a terminal cancer
imposed on him.
Cancer had its victory in January this year
and Bob was given an eco-burial on the farm
of his daughter, Robin Krabbe, at Oldina.
For me, the powerful reflections on Bob’s
life are of his disdain for elitism and
pomposity and his quiet observation of the
world around him. It’s my regret I had not
known him a great deal longer.
Mal Kearney

Book Review: Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
This book was popular with the U3A Book Club in 2021. It tells
the story of a girl who lives alone in the Marshes of North
Carolina.
She survives mostly by herself and uses her knowledge of
nature to try to understand relationships, within her family, and
between herself and those with whom she comes into contact.
And then there is a murder, a court case and some follow-on
twists and turns. The author says she wrote the book as an
exploration of human nature, considering what is learned and
what is instinctive.
Not only is the story intriguing, but there are beautiful
descriptions of the environment, and the personalities in the
story are quite believable.
An enjoyable read.
Anne Hamilton
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Monday
18 April EASTER MONDAY
No sessions
Harmonica jam will con�nue on Mondays from
1pm. Contact Mervyn Mitchell 0400 213 460 for
details
Contact Gill Vowles 0439 907 708 for updates on
ukulele jam sessions.

Wednesday
Serendipity: More Tassie Towns
Gill Vowles
20 April 10:00-12:00 one session
Would you like to know who and what have used
Tasmania as a hiding place? Do you know the
unusual thing many Tasmanians have in their
backyard? Join Gill for the second part of this
fascina�ng series exploring our state's wellknown, and lesser-known, towns.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Everything you wanted to know about
growing garlic
Stewart Hoyt
20 April 2:00-4:00 one session
For over 30 years, Stewart has been growing
garlic in Lapoinya as a hobby and lately, semi
commercially. From locally collected cul�vars to
rare and newly developed Tasmanian specials,
Stewart grows 12 different strains. Each have
different growing requirements as well as
plan�ng and harvest �mes. Processing, drying
and storage will be covered as well as soil
prepara�on. Essen�ally everything you need to
know to grow your own garlic successfully and
organically. There will be an assortment of garlic
bulbs to purchase a�er the talk to get you
growing!

A chance to illuminate the mind, warm the heart
and perhaps shock the ear as we look at the gems
to be found in two of Shakespeare’s less popular
plays. There will be Five things you probably don’t
know about Shakespeareana and the answers to
such ques�ons as: Why were there about 50
different expurgated versions of Shakespeare’s
works in the 19th Century? What are the most
glaring anachronisms in the plays?
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Armchair Travel: Bienvenido a España
Bruce Cumming
21 April 2:00-4:00 one session
I have visited Spain twice and travelled
throughout much of this most interes�ng and
diversified country. My talk revolves around the
photos and videos taken on these trips.
I use the photos and videos to try to explain the
fascina�ng history, culture and people of Spain.
Spain is a very different country compared with
Australia and hopefully I can show you why it is
so different. I look forward to our session!
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Monday
25 April ANZAC DAY
no sessions
Wednesday
Serendipity: More Humus: Mas Humas
Susan Hartley
27 April 10:00-12:00 one session

Danny Crothers

In 2013 I toured La�n America for two weeks with
20 other Aussies to have a close look at biological
fer�liser produc�on by farmers big and small. We
were led by experienced prac��oners Kim Kruse
of ReGen Ag and the Mas Humus team, visi�ng
20 different agricultural opera�ons from a huge
mul�million opera�on to peasant-based, and all
sizes in between. I will show a video with a
selected sampling of the farms to illustrate the
methodology. The lessons learnt using local
materials to produce bio-fer�lisers for soil
inocula�on are not readily understood in
Australia.

21 and 28 April 10:00-12:00 two sessions

Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Thursday
Shakespeare’s Coriolanus and The Merry
Wives of Windsor
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What’s in a Book?
Hilary Wright
27 April 2:00-4:00 one session
Pages, Prin�ng, Covers, Informa�on - a talk on
the history of books and bookbinding. Hilary's
interest started when she was a volunteer intern
at the Na�onal Library during her Conserva�on
course. It con�nued with Crea�ve Paper Tasmania
paper, and she now uses fabric and other papers
which she will show at the session. If there is
sufficient interest, Hilary will offer prac�cal
classes in Bookbinding in second semester.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Strut your stuff
Annie Heyes and Gerri Lyell
28 April, 12, 26 May, 2:00-4:00 three sessions
We might never appear on Australia’s Got Talent
but we each have our own talent, hidden or
otherwise. This is your opportunity to let your
light shine in a risk-free environment with a
sympathe�c audience; guaranteed no insults or
tomatoes thrown. Recite a poem or short prose
(your own or someone else’s), sing, dance, play
an instrument. Perform a pre-scripted short skit;
display a work of art or cra�: pain�ng,
photography, po�ery, woodwork, needlework--anything goes. You’ll have 5 minutes maximum
to strut your stuff. Rules: applaud everything;
relax; have a laugh and a rollicking good �me.
Capped: Maximum 15
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Monday
TBA
2 May 10:00 - 12:00, One session
Wednesday
Serendipity: Music and the brain
Allison Davies
4 May 10:00-12:00 one session
Allison Davies, former neurologic music therapist,
specialises in the rela�onship between music and
the brain and will be teaching us how we can use
music as a tool for anxiety management,
cogni�ve func�oning, emo�onal regula�on and
memory. We all use music in our own lives, and
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can vouch for the impact and enjoyment it brings,
but using music strategically enhances our brain
func�oning in ways that can really make a
difference in our day to day lives. This session will
comprise of informa�on sharing and a music
based ac�vity.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

What is light?
Frank van Kann
4 May 2:00-4:00 one session
Descartes said it was a stream of corpuscles and
Newton supported this with powerful arguments.
Huygens said it was a wave and Young verified
this with some beau�ful experiments. Then a
century later Einstein said that in order to explain
the photo-electric emission experiments light
must be a stream of corpuscles. What are we to
believe? Let’s explore this vexing ques�on.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Thursday
Vivaldi’s other music
Phil Thom
5 May 10:00-12:00 one session
Vivaldi is known almost exclusively for his “Four
Seasons”, which is well-known to us all as it is
played in doctor's wai�ng rooms, elevators etc.
But in my opinion, much of his other music is
superior to it, so I will introduce you to some of
his other works, slowly moving from his easily
accessible works to the more obscure and
emo�onal of his enormous output. I will ask you
to rate the extracts that I play (just for your
benefit). Also, I’ll give you a guide on how to
access these tracks online and a brief look at
Vivaldi’s life.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Armchair Travel: Where on Earth are we?
Alan Wright
5 May 2:00-4:00 one session
Our ancestors have been sailing the high seas for
thousands of years. But un�l about 200 years ago
the only certain way for sailors to know where
they were was to stay within sight of land. It was
the art and science of naviga�on developed over
the last few hundred years that has made long
distance journeys both possible and safe.

In this presenta�on, Alan takes us on a fascina�ng
voyage of our own, exploring the history, science,
techniques, triumphs and pi�alls of how we
humans have learnt to find out “where on Earth
we are”, not only at sea but also on land and in
the air.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Friday
Book Club # 1
Anne Hamilton
6 May, 3 June, 1:00-3:00, two sessions
Meets on the first Friday of each month.
Members select books to be read; generally
fic�on, but not always. We read one book a
month and discuss that book at our monthly
mee�ng.
Capped: Maximum 12
Poultry Clubrooms

Monday
Excursion: Lobster Ponds Haven
Host: Kevin Hyland
9 May 10:00-12:00 one session
At the Lobster Ponds Haven you can get up close
and personal with one of Tasmania’s endangered
species, the Giant Freshwater Crayfish. The Ponds
are home to the largest freshwater crustacean in
the world – and will soon be the home of the
cri�cally endangered, orange-bellied parrot.
Excursion includes a guided tour of the ponds
through the beau�ful terraced na�ve gardens,
and a full update of the Orange Bellied parrot
project. Fee: $10 to be paid on arrival.
Capped: Maximum 20
Lobster Ponds Haven 241 Robin Hill Rd
Flowerdale

Wednesday
Serendipity: Drawing pictures for the
newspapers - From 1986 to right now.
Reg Lynch
11 May 10:00-12:00 one session
Experiences and observa�ons gathered while
working as an editorial illustrator and cartoonist
for a great metropolitan newspaper (and many
other publica�ons), from the days of the black

and white daily broadsheet to the current
limitless digital stream.
Problem solving, ge�ng ideas, editors,
inspira�ons, jokes, journalists, (self-) censorship,
art directors, visual communica�on, techniques,
tech advances, culture changes, fads, fashions,
poli�cians, poli�cal correctness, the news cycle,
the stories, the readers, the colleagues, the
ar�sts. A look at the processes, pi�alls, pressures
and pleasures of being funny to someone else’s
deadline.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Taking care of ageing body parts
De Salpietro
11, 18, 25 May, 1 June, 2:00-4:00 four sessions
These in�mate 2-hour sessions with De, you, and
the rest of class make up a short course in
exercising when your body doesn't want to!
Some�mes it hurts to exercise, and we o�en
think we are doing more harm than good. In
some cases, this is true.
See how to exercise safely whilst protec�ng your
'vulnerable bits'. Shoulders, knees, backs and hips
are the usual culprits. Informa�on sessions will be
followed by a full body workout. Three conducted
by De and one from Shaun owner/operator of the
local gym.
Capped: Maximum 15
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Thursday
In conversa�on with Bruce Wright
Mal Kearney
12 May 10:00-12:00 one session
If there was a �tle of Mr Wynyard to be awarded,
Bruce Wright would have to be a finalist. This
quiet man is perhaps best recognised in U3AW
circles as a sailor, a man of the sea, but his is a
much more complex and interes�ng tale than his
nau�cal adventures alone. Hear more when
Bruce Wright is in a Conversa�on with Mal
Kearney.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Monday
TBA
16 May, 10:00 to 12:00 One session
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Wednesday
Serendipity: American influences on
Australia
Phil Thom
18 May 10:00-12:00 one session
Obviously, we think of fast food, and pop culture
as the main ones but there have been many,
many more. Much was wri�en in the 1970s press
about 'The Mother Country' i.e. Britain, but
virtually nothing has been wri�en about the
powerful influences of the USA on us. In the first
part of the talk, I will look at the significant ways
that Americans have made their mark here, not
always obvious to us. The second half is en�rely
about the Australian car industry.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Thursday
The bee all …
Chris May
19 May 10:00-12:00 one session
Are bees in danger of ex�nc�on? Why are there
more bumble bees than ever before? Is there an
endemic Tasmanian bee? Where do bees find
something to drink? Your ques�ons will be
answered and many other facts will bee revealed
in this Q&A session.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Armchair Travel
Striking a contrast: from the Limestone
Coast to volcanic Victoria
Jo and Danny Crothers
19 May 2:00-4:00 one session
Come with us on a surprising journey through the
sweeping limestone plains of South Australia,
then on to south-western Victoria, one of
Australia’s youngest and most extensive volcanic
areas. Remarkable scenery, strange geological
features, historical and literary points of interest:
all will be part of our journey.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Friday
Talking the topic - our other book group
Heather Ebbo�
20 May, 1:00-3:00, one session
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Talking the Topic will con�nue in the chook shed
on the 3rd Friday each month from 1pm.
Par�cipants choose a book based on different
topics which leads to lively discussions at each
mee�ng. Currently there are no vacancies, but
anyone interested can contact Heather at 0419
815 655.
Capped: maximum 8
Poultry Clubrooms

Monday
Excursion: Finding the line
Jo Crothers
23 May 9:30-12:30 one session
Somewhere east of Doctors Rocks, the horizontal
spread of 300-million-year-old glacial sediments
ends. Beyond the flat-lying glacial rocks are much
older rocks, more than four hundred million years
older. In contrast to the glacial rocks, these
ancient outcrops are �lted, folded and
metamorphosed. Can we find the dividing line
between the two? And how did this complex
geology come about? This is a moderately
difficult, 2km return walk over sand and uneven,
unstable rocky surfaces. As there are limited
places, please enrol only if you are physically able
to complete the walk.
Capped: Maximum 15
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre and
Doctors Rocks

Wednesday
Serendipity: Fake News
Mal Kearney
25 May 10:00-12:00 one session
“The first casualty of war is truth,” is a point of
view ascribed in ancient Greece to Aeschylus and
to many, mainly poli�cians, since. But “fake
news”, as it now described, is both rampant and
dangerous in these �mes of pandemics and
polarized poli�cs. How can you detect it? How
can you guard against it? And what can you do to
stop it? The nature of fake news, it’s scale and
manifesta�ons, and the strategies to guard
against it are explored in the most contemporary
topic.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Thursday
Flying F1-11s
Paul Willmot
26 May 10:00-12:00 one session
Group Captain Paul James Willmot AM CSC was
inducted as a Member of the Order of Australia –
Military division, in this year’s Australia Day
Awards. The pres�gious award was given in
recogni�on of Paul’s work in designing and
implemen�ng an avia�on workforce reform
program which has enabled increased combat
effec�veness whilst reducing costs. Prior to this
aspect of his career, Paul flew F-111 jets for 15
years and became Command of No 1 Squadron
(F-111). Paul will speak about his personal
experience in avia�on, how we generate air
power in Australia, and our evolving geostrategic
situa�on.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Serendipity: Bang, Boom, Crash – an
informal history of explosives and
explosions
Mervyn Mitchell
1 June 10:00-12:00 one session
Explosives not only revolu�onised warfare but
also impacted society in many amazing ways.
We’ll look at where they came from, the struggles
to find the ingredients to make them, some
mishaps along the way and a few of the
fascina�ng (and appalling) uses to which they
have been put.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Thursday
TBA
June 2, 10:00 to 12:00 one session

Monday
Excursion: Mosaics

Armchair Travel: Opals: what, why, how
and where-and how we got hooked

Fayellen Symonds
30 May, 6 and 13 June 1:00-3:00 three sessions
Par�cipants will be able to complete one A4 size
mosaic. All materials, tools, instruc�ons and ideas
(if necessary) will be supplied. The fee of $30 per
par�cipant is to be paid at the first session.
Capped: Maximum 8
Wynyard Community Garden, Aus�n St Wynyard,
situated behind the basketball stadium in
Johnson Place.

Rees Campbell and Col Meyers
2 June 2:00-4:00 one session
Join Rees and Col in a 14000km road journey
around inland Australia, which ended up
including most of the major opal fields. Explore
how this (almost) uniquely Australian gem is
formed, and to this day must be mined with a
minimum of machinery. We will look at the
aboriginal and other world legends around opal,
what makes the colour and the monetary value,
and why no two opals are ever the same. Come
with us to Andamooka, Coober Pedy, White Cliffs,
Lightning Ridge… and end up falling in love with
Yowah. This is a repeat of the zoom session run
in 2020, but we will bring examples of “rough”
along with some polished specimens for people
to look at.
Wynyard Showground Recep�on Centre

Excursion: Wynyard Living History QR
Code walk
Cyndia Hilliger
30 May 2:00-4:00 one session
QR codes can bring the past to the present. Using
QR code links, the walk around Wynyard’s streets
will reveal the history of each site through a short
video telling the stories of people and places
from the past. Cyndia will introduce us to the
technology of QR codes and, with a member of
the Wynyard Historical Society, will guide us
through the walk. A mobile phone is essen�al.
Capped: maximum 12
Walk starts at Wynyard Waterfront Motel

Monday
Excursion: Flowerdale Flowers
Host: Rob Sadler
6 June 10:00-12:00 one session
This family business grew from a tractor shed on
a Tasmanian dairy farm in 1982 to one of the best
producers of premium lilies. In 2014 a 20,000-m2
glasshouse was designed and built to maintain a
perfect growing climate for lilies. Flowerdale
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Flowers is now one of the
top three flower
producers in Australia,
transpor�ng millions of lily
bulbs from Flowerdale to
wholesale markets in
every state.
Capped: maximum 20
Flowerdale Flowers 16931
Bass Hwy Flowerdale

Wednesday
Trivia A�ernoon
Bruce and Dot Corbe�
8 June 2:00-4:00 one
session
Come along and enjoy an
a�ernoon of trivia. What a
way to finish the semester.
Test your knowledge and
have some fun.
Wynyard Showground
Recep�on Centre

Vale: Frank Croucher
Frank died peacefully on
Sunday 27 February 2022.
He was a friend of many at
U3AW and an enthusiastic
member of the U3AW
Committee for five
years. He often joked
that he had moved to
Wynyard and called
in to enquire about
becoming a member
of U3AW.
Before he had left
the room, he was
nominated as a
committee member
and was to present a series of
sessions on the workings of
the human body.
Frank was a keen tai chi
practitioner and trained
teacher. He taught several Tai
Chi classes for U3AW as well
as giving popular presentations

on biology and medical
imaging. Frank was always
willing to assist less
experienced presenters with
the IT aspects of their
talks and consistently
took on extra committee
responsibilities when
needed.
His love of music was
well-known, and he was
an inaugural member of
U3AW’s ukulele group,
contributing his fine
singing voice as well as
playing his uke.
Frank will be warmly
remembered for his forthright
views, his wide interests and
his ongoing commitment to the
U3AW organisation, even
throughout his months of
illness.
Rest in peace, Frank.

Anyone for more of the same?
There are now more than 200 members in
U3A Wynyard with fewer than one-third who
have been with us from the beginning.
Since 2014, we have offered an astounding
array of sessions and some members who
missed out first time around may like these
sessions presented again this or next year.
There is a complete list on the website
under Past Courses, but here is a sample of
our excitingly eclectic offerings since 2015.
If you’d like to try one of these again, or
maybe something along the same lines, let us
know and we’ll try to include in a future
program.
Coffee Shop French
Creative Writing
Electoral Matters
Train Your Memory
You, Me and Almost Everything Else: The
Inside Story (introduction to chemistry)
The World’s a Stage
Rock Words (geology)
Stretching for Seniors
Taking Better Photos
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Introduction to Line Dancing
Money, Debt, Deficit and Other Myths: The
challenges for economic orthodoxy
Introduction to Scottish Dancing
Cheesemaking at Home
What the Rocks at Fossil Bluff Tell Us About
Climate Change
One Picture – A Thousand Words: Maps
past and present
Ukulele for Beginners
Art
Cryptic Crosswords
Tulips – where in the world do they go?
On Splintered Rails (The history of
Tasmanian tramways)
Pilbara Rock Art
Cooking Styles in Our Area
Understanding International Politics
Public Speaking
Kitchen Knife Skills
Maths for grandparents
Asbestos
Beachcombing

